
Link for Zoom: 
https://zoom.us/j/94327921872?pwd=a05walRGK1MxcTRab0pLWC9DeFViQT09 
Meeting ID: 943 2792 1872 
Password: 023012 
To connect by phone, call (646)558-8656 
 

UNION UNIVERSITY CHURCH 
ORDER OF WORSHIP 

January 11, 2026 
Altar Communion 

WELCOME & INTRODUCTION  
ANNOUNCEMENTS & CELEBRATIONS  

PRELUDE        Berceuse by Louis Vierne            Josh Coram 

CALL TO WORSHIP  

Leader: Create new opportunities for us, O God, to explore and live this adventure of life in bold 

and daring ways, in which new insights may unfold for us. 

People: Grant us the fullness of life by living for others, 

as You taught us to love our neighbor as ourselves, 

Leader:  but most of all, may our story be about You, about Your love for us, and what Your love 

for us calls us to do. 

All: In the name of Christ, who writes the new ending and beginning, we pray.  

 

*HYMN OF THE MONTH #25 

                                   Brethren, We Have Met to Worship 

 

PRAYER CONCERNS  

 

PASTORAL PRAYER 

SILENT PRAYER -LORD’S PRAYER  (Sung, see inside back cover of hymnal) 

 

RESPONSIVE READING (shared with us by Laurel Buckwalter)  

Leader:  God of all time, help us enter the New Year quietly, 

thoughtful of who we are to ourselves and to others, mindful that our steps make an impact and our 

words carry power. 

People:  May we walk gently. May we speak only after we have listened well. 

Leader:  Creator of all life, help us enter the New Year reverently, aware that you have endowed 

every creature and plant, every person and habitat with beauty and purpose. 

People:  May we regard the world with tenderness. 

May we honor rather than destroy. 

Leader:  Lover of all souls, help us enter the New Year joyfully, willing to laugh and dance and 

dream, remembering our many gifts with thanks and looking forward to blessings yet to come. 

https://zoom.us/j/94327921872?pwd=a05walRGK1MxcTRab0pLWC9DeFViQT09


People:  May we welcome your lavish love. May we cast off the small, vindictive god our 

fears have made. 

All:  May the grace and peace of Christ bless you now and in the days ahead. 

INVITATION TO THE OFFERING  
Please consider these options: checks, cash, or arrange for your bank or credit union to send a monthly check to UUC 
at no charge to the donor. 

OFFERTORY   Pastorale by Charles Wesley Jr        Josh Coram 
                                                                                                                                                                                                    
*DOXOLOGY #71A & BLESSING  
Praise God, the source of life and birth.  
Praise God, the Word who came to earth.  
Praise God the Spirit, holy Flame.  
All glory, honor to God’s name. 

SCRIPTURE        Matthew 3:13-17           (pew Bible   p. 837)                     

SERMON           The Beloved One       Sarah Jacoby-Murphy    

PRAYER OF CONFESSION   

Leader:  God of tender mercies, we admit that sometimes we don’t know what to do with ourselves.  

People: We anger at the slightest insult and imagine great vengeance upon those who 

wronged us.  

Leader:   We laze about in the good news of our faith and do not consider the deep commitment of 

faith.  

People:   We care for ourselves but not for others.  

All: Forgive us, we pray. Forgive us, help us to repent, and make us whole. Amen. 

*COMMUNION HYMN #123  
                                                  Come, Ye Thankful People 

SERVICE OF COMMUNION 
This month we celebrate “altar communion” by asking people to come forward to take the bread 
and cup when the usher invites you. Take and eat a piece of  bread. After eating the bread, move to 
the right or to the left, take a cup of juice and drink it.  After you drink the juice, place the empty 
cup in the tray provided on the left or right.  Once you have placed your empty cup in the tray, 
return to your pew using the outside aisles. If you cannot come forward, indicate to the usher that 
you would like communion brought to you by an Elder. 
Our church practices open communion.  Anyone who wishes to join in the Lord’s Supper is invited 
to do so 
 
Words of Institution 
Sharing the Lord’s Table Together 
 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

Leader:  As we stand on the threshold of a new year, we come before you Lord with hearts full of 



anticipation and gratitude.  We thank you for the gift of life and for the journey that has brought us 

to this moment. Lord, we acknowledge the highs and lows of the past year—the joys and sorrows, 

the victories and challenges.  

Through it all, your presence has been our constant source of strength and hope. As we welcome 

this new year, we place it in your capable hands. We trust in your plan and purpose for our lives, 

knowing that your ways are higher than our ways, and your thoughts are higher than our thoughts. 

We thank you for the lessons and blessings of the past and look forward to the opportunities and 

adventures that the future holds.   

All:  In the name of Jesus, we welcome the new year with open hearts, renewed faith, and 

the confidence that you will be with us every step of the way.   

 
*CLOSING HYMN # 98                      
                                 Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise 

*BENEDICTION            
*BENEDICTION RESPONSE   # 690 
                                                                    Threefold Amen   
POSTLUDE   Praeludium in C by Dieterich Buxtehude    
                                     Josh Coram         
  
 *Please stand as you are able. 
 
Note: Large print hymnals are available at the back of the sanctuary. 

 

Please join us for refreshments across the street in the Church Center 
immediately following worship. 

 

Prayer Concerns 

Ding Jiaxi & Family, Chang Weiping & Family, Wes Bentz, Lowin, Michelle Garcia 

Escobar, Vangelia Perryman, Esther & Marcus Epps,  Bob & Deb Lewis, Bob Condrate, Joan & 

Brad Bowden, Luanne Crosby’s friends: Kathy Kalushka (breast cancer) & Kathy Bohlen (cancer), 

the Langelier family, the Stutzman family, Joan Schulze’s niece, Marnie Johnson, Joe Fasano as he 

relocates to CT to be with his daughter. Her address is c/o Kate Foster, 10 Monroe St. #515, 

Norwalk, CT 06854. Dave Porter as he recovers from surgery to repair a quadricep separation due 

to a fall. If you would like to send a card, his address is 1483 River Rd, Wellsville, NY 14895. 

 

January  Leadership: Trustee: Dale Watson, Fellowship: Sharon Burdick, Deacon: MaryBeth 

McDonough, Elder: Cathy Rees. 

                                    Serving Today 

Guest Preacher…………………….......Sarah Jacoby Murphy  

Lay Leader…………………..………............................... TBD 

Greeter(s)………………………………………….…...TBD 

Communion…………………………….Cathy Rees (EOM) 



Coffee Hour…………………….....................Edwards/Ninos  

Keyboard..…………………………………...….Josh Coram  

Usher…………………………………….....… Mary Perkins 

Zoom Host……………………….……….…...…Jim Ninos 

                   Serving Sunday, January 18, 2026  

Guest Preacher……………………........................Paul Briggs 

Lay Leader…………………..………................Sharon Smith  

Greeter(s)………………………………………Tim Nichols 

Flowers………………………...………..Mary-Lou Cartledge 

Coffee Hour……………………..............Catherine Chambers 

Keyboard..……………………………….Katrina Von Buren  

Usher…………………………………...…..Melissa Jusianiec 

Zoom Hosts……………………………….…...…Jim Ninos 

 

Upcoming Guest Preachers       Flowers    

Jan 18 Paul Briggs                      Jan 18 Cartledge 

Jan 25 Sarah Jacoby Murphy      Jan 25 Henry 

Feb 1 Sarah Jacoby Murphy       Feb 1 Communion 

Greeters                                        Coffee Hour 

Jan 18 Nichols                            Jan 18 Chambers 

Jan 25 Heineman                        Jan 25 Briggs 

Feb 1 TBD                                 Feb 1 TBD 

Lay Leaders                                   Usher                                                                                                                                                 

Jan 18 Sharon Smith                    Jan 18 M. Jusianiec 

Jan 25 Lana Meissner                  Jan 25 M. Jusianiec 

Feb 1 Rick Stephens                   Feb 1 Stephens 

 

Stay Connected: 

• Weekly email newsletter, This Week@UUC – sign up on our webpage or contact the 
Church Office and ask to be added to the mailing list. uucalfred@gmail.com 

• Online forum for members to share prayer concerns and items of interest – contact 
Catherine Chambers to be added to the forum icatchambers@icloud.com 

• Church website for Zoom access, church calendar, information for members, and more 
 

 

 

mailto:icatchambers@icloud.com
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