
Link for Zoom: 
https://zoom.us/j/94327921872?pwd=a05walRGK1MxcTRab0pLWC9DeFViQT09 
Meeting ID: 943 2792 1872 
Password: 023012 
To connect by phone, call (646)558-8656 

UNION UNIVERSITY CHURCH 
ORDER OF WORSHIP 

October 5, 2025 – Pew Communion 

WELCOME & INTRODUCTION  
ANNOUNCEMENTS & CELEBRATIONS 

PRELUDE     Poor Wayfaring Stranger    arr. Teresa Wilhelmi 

CALL TO WORSHIP  
Leader: We are called to follow Jesus. 
People: But following Jesus isn’t easy. 
Leader: No. It will demand our dedication and our energy. 
People: It will change our whole lives. 
Leader: Come, all of you. Come and learn of the Lord Jesus. 
All: Lord, we come, seeking your wisdom and your guidance. Amen. 

GATHERING HYMN #606 Guide Me O Thou Great Jehovah 

PRAYER CONCERNS  
PASTORAL PRAYER  
LORD’S PRAYER  (Sung, see inside back cover of Hymnal) 

RESPONSIVE READING (Jeremiah 31:31-34) 
Leader:  The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will make a new covenant with the house 
of Israel and the house of Judah.  
People:  It will not be like the covenant that I made with their ancestors when I took them 
by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt—a covenant that they broke, though I 
was their husband, says the Lord.  
Leader:  But this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, says the 
Lord: I will put my law within them, and I will write it on their hearts; and I will be their God, and 
they shall be my people.  
People:  No longer shall they teach one another, or say to each other, “Know the Lord,” for 
they shall all know me, from the least of them to the greatest, says the Lord;  
All:  For I will forgive their iniquity, and remember their sin no more. 

Please join in a time of silent prayer as you listen to the meditation 
Musical Meditation & Time of Silent Prayer  

Arioso by Douglas E Wagner. 
“The Lord will bless his people with peace.” Psalm 29:11 

https://zoom.us/j/94327921872?pwd=a05walRGK1MxcTRab0pLWC9DeFViQT09


UNISON PRAYER  
All: The Lord is merciful and gracious, slow to anger, 
And abounding in steadfast love and faithfulness, 
Keeping steadfast love for the thousandth generation, 
Forgiving iniquity and transgression and sin 
Yet by no means clearing the guilty.  

*HYMN OF THE MONTH #715 Longing for Light 

INVITATION TO THE OFFERING  
Please consider these options: checks, cash, or arrange for your bank or credit union to send a monthly check to UUC 
at no charge to the donor. 

OFFERTORY  Let Us Break Bread Together arr Joel Raney     
 
*DOXOLOGY # & BLESSING  
 #71A:  Praise God, the source of life and birth.  
 Praise God, the Word who came to earth.  
 Praise God the Spirit, holy Flame.  
 All glory, honor to God’s name. 

SCRIPTURE                               Psalm 137 (pew Bible p. 541) 
SERMON   Singing the Songs of the Lord in a Foreign Land  
                                                                      Dr. Marc Smithers 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION  
Leader: Gracious God, our sins are too heavy to carry, too real to hide, and too deep to undo. 
People: Forgive what our lips tremble to name, what our hearts can no longer bear, and 
what has become for us a consuming fire of judgment.   
Leader: Set us free from a past that we cannot change;  
People: Open to us a future in which we can be changed; 
Leader: And grant us grace to grow more and more in your likeness and image;  
All: Through Jesus Christ, the light of the world.  Amen. 

COMMUNION HYMN #474                All Who Hunger 

SERVICE OF COMMUNION 
In recognition of the various backgrounds of our members, our service of communion alternates monthly between the 
altar tradition where people come forward and the pew tradition. This month we celebrate communion in the pew 
tradition.  The Elders will pass the bread to the congregation pew by pew.  When you receive the bread, wait until the 
whole congregation, the minister, and the Elders themselves have been served.  We will then all eat the bread together 
when invited to do so by the minister, symbolizing our unity as one people who both serve and are served. The receiving 
of the cup will follow the same procedure. After the final prayer, you may place your empty cup in the ring holders on 
the back of the pews. 
We practice open communion:  everyone who wishes to participate is invited to partake of the elements. 
Words of Institution 
Prayer over the Bread & Cup Heather Meacham 
Sharing the Lord’s Table Together 



PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
Leader: In peace let us pray:  
All: Almighty and most merciful God, 
from you comes every good and perfect gift. 
We give you praise and thanks for all your mercies. 
Your goodness has created us, your bounty has sustained us, your discipline has chastened 
us, your patience has borne with us, your love has redeemed us. 
Give us a heart to love and serve you, and enable us to show our thankfulness for all your 
goodness and mercy 
by giving up ourselves to your service, and cheerfully submitting in all things to your 
blessed will; through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen. 
 
* CLOSING HYMN #605                   My Life Flows On  
 
* BENEDICTION  
* BENEDICTION RESPONSE #843   May the Peace of Christ  
 
POSTLUDE   
“Let everything that has breath praise the Lord!” Psalm 150:6 
                                                                by Douglas E. Wagner                                     
                 *Please stand as you are able. 
 
Note: Large print hymnals are available at the back of the sanctuary. 

October Leadership: Elder:- Heather Meacham, Trustee- Joe Dosch  Deacon – Nancy 

Evangelista Fellowship- Tim Nichols                                 

                                  Serving Today 

Guest Preacher……………………...…..……Marc Smithers  

Lay Leader…………………..………….....Heather Meacham 

Greeter(s)…………………………………...…Anna McHale 

Communion………………...……Heather Meacham (EOM) 

Coffee Hour…………..……………………..…Mindy Smith  

Keyboard..……………………………..…Laurel Buckwalter 

Usher…………………………………..……John Meacham  

Zoom Hosts……………………Jim Ninos, John Buckwalter 

                     Looking Ahead – October 12 

Guest Preacher……………………Kristina Lacelle-Peterson 

Lay Leader…………………….......................John Buckwalter  

Greeter(s)…………………...................Tiersa & Dale Watson  

Flowers…………………...…………....................Beth Keefer 

Coffee Hour………………………...………....Anna McHale  

Keyboard.……………………………....…Laurel Buckwalter 

Usher………………………………….......….John Meacham  

Zoom Hosts……………………Jim Ninos, John Buckwalter 



Prayer Concerns 

Ding Jiaxi & Family, Chang Weiping & Family, Clayton Stutzman, Hugh Langelier, Wes Bentz, 

Lowin, Michelle Garcia Escobar,  Vangelia Perryman, Esther & Marcus Epps,  Bob & Deb Lewis, 

Bob Condrate, Joan & Brad Bowden, Luanne Crosby’s friends: Kathy Kalushka (breast cancer) & 

Kathy Bohlen (cancer), and Steve Crandall.  

Stay Connected: 

• Weekly email newsletter, This Week@UUC – sign up on our webpage or contact the 
Church Office and ask to be added to the mailing list. uucalfred@gmail.com 

• Online forum for members to share prayer concerns and items of interest – contact 
Catherine Chambers to be added to the forum icatchambers@icloud.com 

• Church website for Zoom access, church calendar, information for members, and more 
 

Welcome Guests and Newcomers: 
We extend a special welcome to newcomers and visitors and encourage you to accept a welcome 
packet which includes information and treats from our UUC family. One of our deacons will be sure 
you receive one as you leave the sanctuary this morning. 

Mission of the Month:  September/October 

Journey’s End Refugee Services 

Located in Buffalo, NY, empowering refugees and immigrants by providing vital support 

and resources for their journey toward self-sufficiency.  

 

2025 UUC Christmas Box Participation 

If you would like to sponsor a family in our 2025 Christmas Box distribution, please give Melissa 

Jusianiec the following information.   

Your First and Last Name 

Do you plan to share your box with another UUC family? 

Yes           

No 

Other: 

Many thanks for helping make the holiday season more magical for those in our region. 

 

 

mailto:icatchambers@icloud.com









