
Link for Zoom: 
https://zoom.us/j/94327921872?pwd=a05walRGK1MxcTRab0pLWC9DeFViQT09 
Meeting ID: 943 2792 1872 
Password: 023012 
To connect by phone, call (646)558-8656 

UNION UNIVERSITY CHURCH
ORDER OF WORSHIP 

September 7, 2025 

WELCOME & INTRODUCTION  
ANNOUNCEMENTS & CELEBRATIONS 

PRELUDE              Gigue         Douglas E. Wagner 
 “Let them praise his name in the dance” Psalm 149:3 

CALL TO WORSHIP  
Leader: We are called to follow Jesus. 
People: But following Jesus isn’t easy. 
Leader: No. It will demand our dedication and our energy. 
People: It will change our whole lives. 
Leader: Come, all of you. Come and learn of the Lord Jesus. 
All: Lord, we come, seeking your wisdom and your guidance. Amen. 

*HYMN OF THE MONTH #10  Here in This Place 

PRAYER CONCERNS  
PASTORAL PRAYER 
LORD’S PRAYER  (Sung, see inside back cover of hymnal) 

RESPONSIVE READING 
Leader: Jesus said “Let anyone with ears to hear listen.” 
People: You shall love the Lord you God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with 
all your strength, and with all your mind; and your neighbor as yourself. 
Leader: Do this and you will live. 
All: Jesus, you have the words of eternal life. 

      Please join in a time of silent prayer as you listen to the meditation  
Musical Meditation & Silent Prayer   
Nearer, My God, to Thee      arr Joel Raney  

UNISON PRAYER   
All: Christ, whose insistent call disturbs our settled lives; give us discernment to hear your 
word, grace to relinquish our tasks, and courage to follow  empty-handed wherever you may 
lead; that the voice of your gospel may reach to the ends of the earth. Amen  

https://zoom.us/j/94327921872?pwd=a05walRGK1MxcTRab0pLWC9DeFViQT09


*HYMN #549                                      Be Thou My Vision 

INVITATION TO THE OFFERING  
Please consider these options: checks, cash, or arrange for your bank or credit union to send a monthly check to UUC 
at no charge to the donor. 

OFFERTORY               Meditation        Douglas E. Wagner  “As the hart panteth after the water brooks, 
so panteth my soul after thee, O God.”  Psalm 42:1                            
 
*DOXOLOGY # & BLESSING  
 #71A:  Praise God, the source of life and birth.  
 Praise God, the Word who came to earth.  
 Praise God the Spirit, holy Flame.  
 All glory, honor to God’s name. 

SCRIPTURE                       Luke 14: 25-33 (Pew Bible p.902)              

SERMON  The Value of a Costly Choice       Marc Smithers 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
Leader: Lord, it is easy for us to say that we will follow you; and then turn our backs and act as 
though our commitment to you does not mean anything to us. 
People: Jesus challenges us to take up our crosses, and when we don’t understand what that 
means, we just shrug and turn away. 
Leader: Forgive us for our lack of commitment and faith. Heal us of our greed and fears. 
People: Give us courage to be disciples and enable us to joyfully proclaim your healing 
mercies and your transformational love. 
All: In Jesus’ Name, we pray. Amen 

SERVICE OF COMMUNION 
This month we celebrate “altar communion” by asking people to come forward to take the bread 
and cup when the usher invites you. Take and eat a piece of  bread. After eating the bread, move to 
the right or to the left, take a cup of juice and drink it.  After you drink the juice, place the empty 
cup in the tray provided on the left or right.  Once you have placed your empty cup in the tray, 
return to your pew using the outside aisles. If you cannot come forward, indicate to the usher that 
you would like communion brought to you by an Elder. 
Our church practices open communion.  Anyone who wishes to join in the Lord’s Supper is invited 
to do so 

COMMUNION HYMN #461  
                (Sung while communion is served. Please remain seated.) 
                                                 Come to the Table of Grace 
Words of Institution 
Sharing the Lord’s Table Together 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
Leader: In peace let us pray: 
All: We thank you, God, for inviting us to this table where we have known the presence of 



Christ and have received all Christ’s gifts. Strengthen our faith, increase our love for one 
another, and let us show forth your praise in our lives; through Jesus Christ our Savior. 
Amen 

*CLOSING HYMN # 558 Lord I Want to be a Christian 

*BENEDICTION            
*BENEDICTION RESPONSE   #689                    Amen  
 
POSTLUDE  I’ve Got Peace like a River  arr Joel Raney        
                 *Please stand as you are able. 
 

Note: Large print hymnals are available at the back of the sanctuary. 

September Guest Preachers  
September 7: Marc Smithers 
September 14: John Buckwalter 
September 21: Paul Briggs 
September 28: Wendy Fambro 
 

September Leadership: Elder:- John Buckwalter, Trustee- Jerry Jusianiec  Deacon – Tiersa 

Watson Fellowship- Tim Nichols 

Congregational Meeting 

Immediately Following Worship Today 

Please stay for an important congregational meeting following worship today: 

• to update us on potential “next steps” in our search for a new pastor and 

• to hear results of the visioning group sessions that took place last Spring 
    Our community picnic will follow at 12:30 

 

Prayer Concerns 

Ding Jiaxi & Family, Chang Weiping & Family, Clayton Stutzman, Hugh Langelier, Wes Bentz, 

Lowin, Michelle Garcia Escobar,  Vangelia Perryman, Esther & Marcus Epps,  Bob & Deb Lewis, 

Bob Condrate, Joan & Brad Bowden, Luanne Crosby’s friends: Kathy Kalushka (breast cancer) & 

Kathy Bohlen (cancer), and Steve Crandall.  

                                  

                                    

 

 

 



                                           Serving Today 

Guest Preacher………………………….....…Marc Smithers  

Lay Leader…………………..………......….John Buckwalter 

Communion………………………..John Buckwalter (EOM)  

Greeter(s)…………………..…..Mary-Lou & Jerry Cartledge  

Altar Flowers………………………………..…Communion 

Coffee Hour……………………...........…Community Picnic  

Keyboard..……………………………..…Laurel Buckwalter 

Usher…………………………………………Lana Meissner  

Zoom Hosts………………………………………Jim Ninos 

 

                     Looking Ahead – September 14  

Guest Preacher…………………………….John Buckwalter 

Lay Leader……………………...........................Deb Stephens  

Greeter(s)……………………………………….Mary Smith  

Altar Flowers…………………...………….......Regina Burke 

Coffee Hour…………….....Bob Heineman, Michelle Hluchy  

Keyboard.……………………………...…Laurel Buckwalter 

Usher…………………………………….…....Deb Stephens  

Zoom Hosts…………………………………..…..Jim Ninos 

 

 

 

• Weekly email newsletter, This Week@UUC – sign up on our webpage or contact the 
Church Office and ask to be added to the mailing list. uucalfred@gmail.com 

• Online forum for members to share prayer concerns and items of interest – contact 
Catherine Chambers to be added to the forum icatchambers@icloud.com 

• Church website for Zoom access, church calendar, information for members, and more. 
 

 
 

mailto:icatchambers@icloud.com
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