
 

 

Link for Zoom: 
https://zoom.us/j/94327921872?pwd=a05walRGK1MxcTRab0pLWC9DeFViQT09 
Meeting ID: 943 2792 1872 
Password: 023012 
To connect by phone, call (646)558-8656 
  
When attempting to join worship on Zoom, participants enter a “Waiting Room” and are allowed 
entrance only when recognized by a member of  the UUC Tech Team. This means your Zoom login 
must have your name or some identifying information that we can recognize. “Zoom User” will not 
work! 
 

Those joining us for worship on Zoom can present their tithes and offerings online through our 
website or by downloading the Tithe.ly App for your iPhone or Android device. You may also give 
using Venmo. Our Venmo “handle” is @UUCAlfred, but you can find us by searching for the name 
of the church, or you can scan this QR code to donate to UUC on Venmo:  

 

UNION UNIVERSITY CHURCH 

ORDER OF WORSHIP 

June 1, 2025 

WELCOME & INTRODUCTION 

ANNOUNCEMENTS & CELEBRATIONS  

PRELUDE                                          Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee 

Beethoven 

CALL TO WORSHIP #902 
Leader: Praise to God who has given us life.  

People: Blessed be God for the gift of love.  

Leader: Praise to God who forgives our sin.  

People: Blessed be God who sets us free.  

Leader: Praise to God who kindles our faith. 

People: Blessed be God, our strength, our hope.  

 

 

https://zoom.us/j/94327921872?pwd=a05walRGK1MxcTRab0pLWC9DeFViQT09
https://unionuniversitychurch.org/online-giving/
https://get.tithe.ly/download-tithely-app


 

 

*GATHERING HYMN #32          God Welcomes All 

 

PRAYER CONCERNS  

SILENT PRAYER - LORD’S PRAYER (Sung) 

 

INVITATION TO THE OFFERING 

(Offering plates are located at the back of the sanctuary. You may also give directly through your bank, or online 

through Tith.ly or Venmo. Our Venmo “handle” is @UUCAlfred, but you can find us by searching for the name of 

the church or use the QR code on the back of the bulletin.) 

 
OFFERTORY                                             Prelude in C 

J.S. Bach 
 *DOXOLOGY #71A & BLESSING 

Praise God, the source of life and birth.  

Praise God, the Word who came to earth.  

Praise God the Spirit, holy Flame.  

All glory, honor to God’s name. 

 

*HYMN OF THE MONTH #605            How Can I Keep from Singing 

 

SCRIPTURE                                  Acts 16:16-34 

(Pew Bible page # 963-64) 
 

MEDITATION                                       Passages 

By Michael Leisure 

 

SERMON                   “Guilty of Being Anti-Empire” 

Marc Smithers 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION #938 
Leader: Trusting in God’s grace, let us confess our sin. 
All: Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love, for I know my 
transgressions, and my sin is ever before me, create in me a clean heart, O God, and put a 
new and right spirit within me. 
Leader: Anyone who is in Christ is a new creation. The old life has gone; a new life has begun. In the 
name of Jesus, we are forgiven, loved, and free. 
 
SERVICE OF COMMUNION 
This month we celebrate communion in the “altar” tradition.  Please come forward when the usher 



 

 

invites you. Take and eat the bread. We offer both gluten free vegan crackers and regular bread. 
After eating the bread, move to the right or to the left, take a cup of juice and drink it.  After you 
drink the juice, place the empty cup in the tray provided on the left or right.  Once you have placed 
your empty cup in the tray, return to your pew using the outside aisles. If you cannot come forward, 
indicate to the usher that you would like communion brought to you by an Elder. 
Our church practices open communion. Anyone who wishes to partake in the Lord’s Supper is 
invited to do so. 
 

Words of Institution 
Sharing the Lord’s Table together 
 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
Leader: In peace let us pray: 
All: O God, we give you thanks for uniting us with joy at this table. Lead us toward the unity 
of your church and help us treasure signs of reconciliation. Now that we have tasted the 
banquet you have prepared for us, may we one day feast together in your heavenly city. 
Through Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, ever one 
God, world without end. Amen. 
 

*CLOSING HYMN #76                 Holy, Holy, Holy 

*BENEDICTION 

*BENEDICTION RESPONSE # 773                                                                                      Ubi Caritas 

POSTLUDE                           Every Time I Feel the Spirit 

 
 
 
                               Serving Today 

Guest Preacher ....….…………………………..Marc Smithers 

Lay Leader…………………………………...….Vivian Rivers 

Greeter(s) ………………….………......................Bond Family 

Coffee Hour...………………………..………Hluchy / Burke 

Piano………………………………………..Peter O’Connor 

Usher……………………………………...........Deb Stephens 

Zoom Hosts ……………….......................................Jim Ninos 

 

Looking Ahead – June 8 

Guest Preacher ....….………………………………....…..TBD 

Lay Leader……………………………….Catherine Chambers 

Greeter(s) ………………….……….....................Shaune Henry 

Coffee Hour...……………………………….……Mary Smith 

Piano……………………………………...…..Peter O’Connor 



 

 

Usher………………………………………….................TBD 

Zoom Hosts ……………….........................................Jim Ninos 

 

June Leadership: Elder:-B. Heineman, Trustee- Michele Hluchy,  Deacon -Regina Burke, 

Fellowship- TBD, Christian Ed-TBD. 

Meetings 

Fellowship Board Committee meeting right after church on Sunday, June 1. 

Announcements 

• There will be a Potluck Lunch after church on June 15th. Please contact Cindy Tucker at 

(607) 368-6431 or ckaytucker@gmail.com to let us know what you will bring. 

• We are looking for more volunteers for Lay Leaders, Coffee Hour Hosts, Greeters and Altar 

Flowers. If you would be able to fill an empty post, please sign up on the bulletin board in 

the Church Center. Or contact the Church Office. 

• This year 2 members of our youth are graduating high school from Alfred Almond Central 

School, Jackson Jusianiec and Lillie Perkins! These seniors will be recognized during the 

service on June 8th. If church members have memories of Jackson and/or Lillie during 

church or any other inspirational words that will be shared with them during this exciting 

transition in their lives! You can email Mary Perkins at perkinma3@alfredstate.edu or 

call/text 607-281-8843.  

• Union University Church: A Living History 1996-2022 , will be available this Sunday. To 

help defray the cost of this well-done document, the Trustees suggest that a donation of $10 

would be appreciated. With only 50 copies available, one copy will be available for each 

family. You can find copies in the back of the sanctuary. 

• Prospective new UUC members should attend the Diaconate meeting on June 2nd at 7pm at 

the Church Center. 

• At their organizational meeting, the Trustees passed a resolution to eliminate Venmo and 

tithe.ly giving beginning July 1, 2025. UUC Trustees know that these two ways of giving 

charge fees for their use. At this time, the UUC operating budget could use all contributions. 

Please consider other options: checks, cash, or arrange for your bank or credit union to send 

a monthly check to UUC at no charge to the donor. 
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