
Link for Zoom: 
https://zoom.us/j/94327921872?pwd=a05walRGK1MxcTRab0pLWC9DeFViQT09 
Meeting ID: 943 2792 1872 
Password: 023012 
To connect by phone, call (646)558-8656 
  
When attempting to join our Sunday morning worship on Zoom, participants enter a “Waiting 
Room” and are allowed entrance only when recognized by a member of  the UUC Tech Team. This 
means your Zoom login must have your name or some identifying information that we can 
recognize. “Zoom User” will not work! 
 

Those joining us for worship on Zoom can present their tithes and offerings online through our 
website or by downloading the Tithe.ly App for your iPhone or Android device. You may also give 
using Venmo. Our Venmo “handle” is @UUCAlfred, but you can find us by searching for the name 
of the church, or you can scan this QR code to donate to UUC on Venmo:  

 

UNION UNIVERSITY CHURCH 
ORDER OF WORSHIP 

Fifth Sunday in Lent 

April 6, 2025 

 

WELCOME & INTRODUCTION 

ANNOUNCEMENTS & CELEBRATIONS  

PRELUDE    What Wondrous Love is This? 

CALL TO WORSHIP             

Leader: Come, beloveds— come with your questions, your doubts, your half-formed hopes. Come 

with your heavy hearts and your wide eyes. 

People: We are here to pay attention—to what is breathing, to what is blooming, to what 

pulses beneath the surface of our ordinary lives. 

Leader: The Spirit is not far off. She is here— 

People: in breath, in silence, in laughter, in tears. 

Leader: She is alive in us. So come—let us attune ourselves to the sacred rhythms of now. 

People: Let us worship the One who is always making all things new, and calling us to 

remember what is already alive. 

 

https://zoom.us/j/94327921872?pwd=a05walRGK1MxcTRab0pLWC9DeFViQT09
https://unionuniversitychurch.org/online-giving/
https://get.tithe.ly/download-tithely-app


* GATHERING HYMN #297 You Are Salt of the Earth   

PRAYER CONCERNS  

PASTORAL PRAYER 

SILENT PRAYER   

 

LORD’S PRAYER    

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we 

forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 

kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen 

INVITATION TO THE OFFERING 

(Offering plates are located at the back of the sanctuary. You may also give directly through your bank, or online 
through Tith.ly or Venmo. Our Venmo “handle” is @UUCAlfred, but you can find us by searching for the name of 
the church or use the QR code on the back of the bulletin.) 

OFFERTORY      Largo from Vivaldi’s Concerto  

*DOXOLOGY #71A & BLESSING 
Praise God, the source of life and birth.  
Praise God, the Word who came to earth.  
Praise God the Spirit, holy Flame.  
All glory, honor to God’s name. 

* HYMN OF THE MONTH #712 Beauty for Brokenness 

SCRIPTURE                  

SERMON       Rev. Stan Mitchell  

*COMMUNION HYMN #474               All Who Hunger 
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
(Unison Prayer): Gracious and Loving God, We come before you as part of a greater whole—
threads in your vast tapestry of creation, participants in the wisdom economy of grace and 
belonging. Yet we confess: we have forgotten the deeper rhythms that give life. We have 
neglected the roots of joy and chased the distractions of fleeting satisfaction. Forgive us, O 
God, when we confuse noise for nourishment. When we seek quick answers instead of quiet 
wisdom. When we cut ourselves off—from community, from creation, from the sacred 
stories that hold us in love. Like the hidden network of mycelium beneath the forest floor, 
your joy pulses quietly beneath our lives—connecting, healing, sustaining. And yet, we have 
turned away from this sacred interconnectedness, choosing isolation over interdependence, 
efficiency over empathy. We confess that we have let despair harden our hearts. We have 
forgotten that joy is not a denial of pain, but a holy companion through it. We have resisted 
your invitation to imagine another way—to trust that even in brokenness, there is still 
beauty; even in exile, there is still becoming. Holy One, return us to ourselves. Reground us 
in wonder. Reweave us into relationship. Teach us to measure our lives not by what we can 
produce, but by how well we love, how deeply we listen, and how tenderly we care. 



In the stillness of this moment, we name the places where we long for reconnection, for 
healing, for joy that endures. [Silence]] Thank you, God, for mercy that moves like 
underground rivers, unseen but never absent. Thank you for the joy that rises, slow and 
strong, through even the cracked soil of our lives. In your wisdom, we are restored. In your 
grace, we are renewed. 
Amen. 
 
SERVICE OF COMMUNION 
This month we celebrate communion in the pew tradition.  The Elders will pass the bread to the 
congregation pew by pew.  When you receive the bread, wait until the whole congregation, the 
minister, and the Elders themselves have been served.  We will then all eat the bread together when 
invited to do so by the minister, symbolizing our unity as one people who both serve and are served. 
The receiving of the cup will follow the same procedure. After the final prayer, you may place your 
empty cup in the ring holders on the back of the pews. 

We practice open communion:  everyone who wishes to participate is invited to partake of the 
elements. 

 Words of Institution 
 Prayer over the Bread & Cup Rick Stephens 
 Sharing the Lord’s Table Together 
 

* CLOSING HYMN # 773  

    Ubi Caritas 

*BENEDICTION 

*BENEDICTION RESPONSE #805 

Peace, salaam, shalom, peace, salaam, shalom, 

peace, salaam, shalom, peace, salaam, shalom. 

 

POSTLUDE         God of Grace  

 
Please join us for coffee and fellowship in the Church Center following worship 

 
Prayer Concerns 

Ding Jiaxi & Family, Chang Weiping & Family, Clayton Stutzman, Hugh Langelier, Wes Bentz, 

Lowin, Michelle Garcia Escobar,  Vangelia Perryman, Esther & Marcus Epps, Kenneth Williams, 

Bob & Deb Lewis, Bob Condrate, the Burdick family, Joan & Brad Bowden, Sally Hopkins, Luanne 

Crosby’s friends: Kathy Kalushka (breast cancer) & Kathy Bohlen (cancer), Steve Crandall. 

 March Leadership: Elder:- R. Stephens, Trustee- Jim Ninos,  Deacon -Mary Smith, Fellowship-

Jan Porter, Christian Ed-Mary Perkins 

    



Serving Today 

Guest Preacher……………………………Rev. Stan Mitchell 

Lay Leader ....….………………………………Rick Stephens  

Flowers.…………………………..…No flowers during Lent  

Greeter(s) ………………….………...….Evangelista / Dosch 

Coffee Hour...……………………………………the Tuckers 

Piano ...………………………………..……Laurel Buckwalter 

Usher…………………………………..................Mary Perkins 

Zoom Hosts ……………….....................................  Jim Ninos                            

                           

    Looking Ahead – April 13 

Lay Leader ....….………………………………John Buckwalter  

Flowers.………………………………….………..Lana Meisser  

Greeter(s) ………………….………................................Cartledge 

Coffee Hour...…………………………………Hluchy & Burke 

Piano ...………………………………..……... Peter O’Connor 

Usher…………………………………................................TBD  

Zoom Hosts ………………..................................... .. Jim Ninos 

 

Meetings 

April 6, Congregational Meeting following service  

April 7, Advisory Committee at 12p in Bergren Room 

April 8, Elders Meeting at 7pm in Bergren Room 

 

Stewardship & Pledge Forms will be distributed on April 6, deadline for return is April 20, Easter 

Sunday 

Upcoming Farmer’s Market on April 13 in the King David Room from 9am-3:30pm 

Membership Sunday will be Easter Sunday, April 20 

 



Financial Update 

As an independent church, not affiliated with any denomination, UUC is funded entirely by 

individual members and donors. We need a steady stream of financial support and volunteers to 

enable us to pay salaries and utilities and to help maintain our facilities and programs. 

With one month to go in the 2024-2025 “church year,” operating Income continues to run 

behind budget by about 9%. Income through March 31: $124,535.00. Income needed 

through March 31 to make budget: $137,329.00. 

Donate through Venmo @UUCAlfred 

 

Easter Plant Memorials 

If you would like to contribute an Easter plant in memory of a loved one for our Easter Sunday 

service please notify the Church Office by 12 noon on April 16 so that names can be included in the 

Easter bulletin. Plants should be brought to the Church Center on Thursday 4/17 or Friday 4/18 

from 1-4p, or to the Sanctuary on Saturday 4/19 at 1pm. Contact Vivian Rivers if you have 

questions 585.590.7164.  

Lenten Project 

This year the Elders have decided to partner with Haiti Outreach for our Lenten project. As many 

of you may recall we have a longstanding relationship with Haiti Outreach and several of our 

members and former youth have been to Haiti. We also contributed to a water project there in 

conjunction with Michele Hluchy's "Water Planet" class.  
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