
Link for Zoom:  

https://zoom.us/j/94327921872?pwd=a05walRGK1MxcTRab0pLWC9DeFViQT09   

Meeting ID: 943 2792 1872  

Password: 023012  

To connect by phone, call (646)558-8656   
 

 
UNION UNIVERSITY CHURCH 

ORDER OF WORSHIP 
SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 

MOTHER’S DAY 
MAY 14, 2023 

 
PRELUDE              “For the Beauty of  the Earth”  Conrad Kocher          
              
WELCOME TO WORSHIP 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
*HYMN                           Mothering God, You Gave Me Birth 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP 
Leader:  As we celebrate Mother’s Day, let us reflect on the love and care that our mothers have 
shown us.  The Bible tells us in Proverbs 31:25, “She is clothed with strength and dignity, and she 
laughs without fear of  the future.” 
Congregation:  We give thanks for the strength and dignity that our mothers possess, and 
for the way they have faced the future with courage and hope. 
Leader:  Let us remember the sacrifices that our mothers have made for us.  Jesus said in John 15:13, 
“Greater love has no one than this:  to lay down one’s life for one’s friends.” 
Congregation:  We remember the selfless love that our mothers have shown us, and we 
honor their sacrifices. 
Leader:  Let us pray for all mothers, that they may continue to be a source of  love and strength for 
their families.  1 Corinthians 13:4-7 says, “Love is patient, love is kind.  It does not envy, it does not 
boast, it is not proud.  It does not dishonor others, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it 
keeps no record of  wrongs.  Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth.  It always 
protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres.” 
Congregation:  We pray for all mothers, that they may continue to love their families with 
patience, kindness, and selflessness.  May they always protect, trust, hope, and persevere. 
 
*HYMN        Like a Mother Who Has Borne Us 
 
SHARING JOYS AND CONCERNS 
 
 



PASTORAL PRAYER 
Heavenly Father, on this Mother’s Day, we thank You for our mothers through whom Your gift of  
life begins and through whom we are nurtured.  We pray for our mothers, for their needs of  
strength and support to continue to nurture a family of  love and respect.  Lord Jesus, we call upon 
You to bless all mothers today and every day. Extend Your hands of  grace over them.  Grant that 
they may be joyous in the challenges and opportunities of  being a mother, and proud in raising the 
family You have gifted.  Amen 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER (Spoken) 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we 
forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen 
 
READING                            “When God Created Mothers”          Read by Candy Zhou 
               Written by Erma Bombeck, Mother’s Day Column, May 12, 1974 
 
THE GIFT OF MUSIC               “Songs My Mother Taught Me”                  Anton Dvorak 
           Sung by MingRen Huang 
TIME OF OFFERING OURSELVES IN COMMITMENT 
 
MUSICAL OFFERTORY             Prayer (from “Hansel & Gretel”)            Engelbert Humperdinck 

                           arr Martha Powell Setchell 
*DOXOLOGY #95 
*BLESSING OF THE OFFERING 
 
READING          “Blessed Among Women,” and “Mary’s Song”     Luke 1:39-55  
 
SERMON                                    Community Property 
 
VIDEO PRESENTATION 
 
*HYMN               There Is a Line of  Women 
 
*BENEDICTION                        Read by Candy Zhou 
 
*BENEDICTION RESPONSE           “The Hand of  God Shall Hold You”    

Sung by Laurel & John Buckwalter 
The hand of  God shall hold you, the peace of  God, enfold you, the love that dreamed and formed 
you still surrounds you here today; the light of  God beside you, above, beneath, inside you, the light 
that shines to guide you home to the loving hand of  God. 

      
POSTLUDE                                    “I Want a Girl (Just Like the Girl that Married Dear Old Dad)” 
 
                           

Serving Today 
Guest Pastor ……………………………...… Rick Stephens 
Worship Leader………….……...…...................... Dave Porter 



Presentation …………………………………..... Larry Casey 
Reader ……………………………...…………. Candy Zhou 
Flowers………………………………  Deb & Rick Stephens 
Greeters …………………...…….………  Beth & Lyle Slack 
Coffee Hour …………………………………. Regina Burke 

Piano ……………………………………… 
Peter O’Connor 

Organ ……………………………....…… 
Laurel Buckwalter 

Hymn Leader ………………………………  Beverly 
Snyder 
Tenor …………………………………….  

MingRen Huang 
Usher……………………………….………  John Meacham 
Zoom Hosts………………………………...…... Tech Team 

 
 

• Nutrition Site at 11:30 am on Monday May 15, Tuesday May 16, and Thursday May 18 

• Boy Scouts at 6 pm on Tuesday May 16 

• Elders Meeting at 7 pm on Tuesday May 16 

• Book Group at 12 pm on Wednesday May 17 

• Knit Night at 6 pm on Thursday May 18 

• Zoom Program at 11:30 am on Friday May 19 BR 

• AA Meeting at 7 pm on Friday May 19 
 

Looking Ahead 
Sunday May 21, 2023 

Worship Leader……………………...… Mary-Lou Cartledge 
Flowers………………………….…... Joan & Walter Schulze 
Greeter ……………………….………….… Bob Heineman 
Coffee Hour ………………………………..… Mindy Smith 
Piano ……………………………………… Peter O’Connor 
Organ …………………………….………Laurel Buckwalter 
Hymn Leader …………………………....….. Beverly Snyder 
Usher …………………………………….… John Meacham 
Zoom Hosts…………………………………...…Tech Team 

 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

• Attention all Boards & Committees!  Please elect officers and let the Administrative 
Secretary know who the Chairs are by May 26.  Thank you! 

• Items for Food Pantry: Beginning Sunday, May 7, the congregation is invited to bring shelf-stable 
food items for the Alfred Food Pantry to the church service on Communion Sundays. 

 

 
 
 



 
 
 
 

 
Hart Comfort House 

The Comfort House of  Allegany County, also known as Hart Comfort House, located in Wellsville 
NY, is a not-for-profit corporation providing free hospice care for people in their last 3 months of  
life, and support for those peoples’ families. There are envelopes labeled “Hart Comfort House” 
available at the back of  the sanctuary. 
 
 
PRAYER CONCERNS          
Ding Jiaxi & family, Chang Weiping & Family, Michelle Garcia Escobar, Clayton Stutzman, Hugh 
Langelier, Wes Bentz, 5 yr. old Lowin, Jan Wightman (Tiersa Watson’s mother), David Dubois, Ray 
Chambers, Beverly Potter, Brian & Tammy Matteson, David Byrnes, Corrie Burdick, “Marnie” Rose 
Johnson (Joan Schulze’s niece), Leah Crosby. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Worshiping in the historic Seventh Day Baptist Church building 
5 Church Street, Alfred NY 14802 

 
Offices and Sunday School in the Union University Church Center 

29 North Main Street, Alfred NY 14802-1027 
 

Office Hours: Thursday & Friday 1:00 – 5:00 

www.unionuniversitychurch.org 
Office 607.587.9288  

Office E-mail: uucalfred@gmail.com     

Join us on Facebook  

The Rev. Louise Barger, Pastor 

louisebarger21@gmail.com 

http://www.unionuniversitychurch.org/
mailto:uucalfred@gmail.com
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