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THE LENTEN JOURNEY TO EASTER 

 
On Wednesday, February 22 we enter into the Season of Lent with Ash 
Wednesday.  Lent is that period of forty days, not counting the Lord’s Days, 
observed before Easter.   
 
Lent calls to memory the forty years that the Israelites wandered in the  

desert before entering the Land of Promise and the forty days that Jesus fasted and prayed in the wilderness. 
 
While the term Lent is not found in scripture, neither are the terms of Christmas or Easter.  All of these are 
names that Christians have given to the observance of special seasons on the Christian calendar. 
 
Throughout the scriptures, fasting and prayer and ashes have been associated with sorrow for sin, repentance, 
and entreaty before God.  Some examples that you might wish to review are found in: 

Esther 4:1 – the account of Mordecai when he learned that Haman planned to destroy the Jewish nation; 
Job 2:8 – as he undergoes testing for his faith; 
Daniel 9:3 – the account of Daniel praying to God for forgiveness of God’s people in captivity; 
Matthew 11:21 – the teaching of Jesus to the people in the cities where most of his miracles had been done, 

saying, “Woe to you, Chorazin!  Woe to you, Bethsaida!  For if the miracle had occurred in Tyre and  
Sidon which occurred in you, they would have repented long ago in sackcloth and ashes.” 

The ashes and the sackcloth, the simplest clothing that could be worn, became a visible sign of one’s prayerful 
repentance before God.   
 
On Ash Wednesday, as a part of the worship service, there is an opportunity to receive ashes in the form of a 
cross on the forehead as a sign of humble repentance before God.  It marks the beginning of a season of  
Penitence and Preparation for the death and resurrection of our Lord. 
                   Blessings, Pastor Louise 
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Heifer International 
Submitted by Deb Stephens, on behalf of the Board of Elders 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Search Committee Update 
             Submitted by Dave Porter 
 
Our second meeting was held on Wednesday,  
February 15th.  Again, a very productive meeting was 
held.  We were able to review the latest survey that 
was completed by thirty-one participants. There were 
28 choices and respondents were asked to select 8 
items that they feel our pastor needs to do.  The top 
choice was “Our pastor needs to develop and lead a 
ministry with adolescents which nurtures youth  
toward Christian faith commitment and  
discipleship”.  The four other top areas of agreement 
were: 

Develop and maintain programs and activities for 
enlarging the membership and/or the 
church’s vision for ministry. 

 

Create an atmosphere in which an individual feels 
accepted, included, and cared for. 

Communicate a comprehensive understanding of 
the Bible and Christian theology in terms  

 relevant to persons’ lives 
Encourage choral and/or instrumental  
 program(s) of the church. 

From this survey, the committee will use this  
information to develop questions that reflect your 
thoughts and ideas when we start the interviewing 
process.  So far, there have been fourteen placement 
offices that have been contacted to advertise our  
vacancy.  Four have been in NYS, one in Connecti-
cut, five in PA, one each in Minnesota and Illinois, 
Alliance of Baptists and Cooperative Baptist  
Fellowship (recommended by Laurie’s sister Sandra).  
We are hoping to have a good response from these 
places to find the best possible candidate for pastor.   
If you have a specific question for our interviews in 
the future, please let a committee member know. 

 

Ding Jiaxi Wins Annual Global 

Human Rights Defender Award 
From the United States Department of State, February 1, 2023 
 
Today, the Department of State announced the winners 
of the annual Global Human Rights Defender 
Awards.  Protecting and supporting human rights  
defenders remains a key U.S. foreign policy priority as 
they are integral to  
democracy, access to justice, a vibrant civil society, eco-
nomic prosperity, and environ-
mental sustainability. 
 
Mr. Ding’s human rights  
advocacy in the People’s  
Republic of China goes back 
over a decade when he helped 
begin the New Citizen’s  
Movement, which supported 
independent candidates to run in local elections, 
launched campaigns calling for government officials to 
disclose their personal finances, called for property 
rights, and demanded educational access for migrant 
children.  Mr. Ding has reportedly been in pre-trial de-
tention for his activism and subject to inhumane and 
brutal treatment since 2019 and  
according to reports was tried in secret in 2022 with no 
verdict announced. 
 

In addition to being our Lenten Project, Heifer  
International will also be the benevolence for 
March.  All donations to UUC with Heifer  
International on the memo line will go toward 
“purchasing” animals through this program. (And 
these donations will all be matched by a special donor 
group at H.I.).  Offering envelopes, designated Heifer 
International, will be available for use on a table beside 
the offering plate as you enter the sanctuary. For more 
information on this organization and its work 
see heifer.org.  

Church News & Events 

http://heifer.org/
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Lenten Project 2023:    

“Help Fill the Ark” 
Submitted by Deb Stephens on behalf of the Board of Elders 

Union University Church has traditionally chosen and 
participated in an annual Lenten Project. The projects 
have included a congregational collection of prayers, 
community service, and missions and refugee  
assistance, to name a few. Even during the Pandemic 
of 2021, while we were still social distancing, we  
participated together in a Virtual Lenten Journey that 
ended at Golgotha.  
 

During Lent 2023, we will partner with Heifer  
International to raise enough money to “purchase” 
animals or other items on their “Most Wanted” List. 
A bulletin board in the church center [see picture above] 
will have details about our project and will be updated 
as funds are received. We don’t have a specific goal as 
yet, but we do know the amounts needed for each 
animal.  
 
Some suggestions for how you can be a part of this 
project include: 
1. Save your spare change and add it to the  
Collection Jugs in the church and church center. 
2.   If you “give up” something for Lent that costs 
money, (i.e. eating lunch out once a week, or buying a 
coffee, tea, or latte, etc.) donate the money you would 
normally spend on the item(s) you are giving up.  
3. Invite other family, friends, neighbors, or  
colleagues to contribute to the effort through you. 
4.   Give an offering to the March Benevolence of the 
Month, which will also be Heifer International. 
We are inviting the Alfred Community to participate 

in this project along with us.  Watch for an article 
coming soon in the Alfred Sun. 
 
And here’s perhaps the biggest incentive for this 
project — Heifer International has a group of  
donors who will MATCH ALL DONATIONS 
made during this Easter Season, therefore  
DOUBLING OUR EFFORTS! 

 

UUC Ash Wednesday Service 
On February 22, the UUC offered Ash Wednesday 
services to members of both the church and the wider 
community.  A stalwart group of folks attended,  
despite facing a challenging mixture of snow, ice, and 
rain.   
 
 
Sharon Bouck Smith  wrote in a Forum post: 
 

“Thank you Pastor Louise for the beautiful—and 
first—UUC Ash Wednesday Service last [early]  
evening. It was very inspiring, for which I—and  
obviously, the folks clustered around you in the center 
aisle after the service—am deeply grateful.  As were, I 
am sure, the [at least] four individuals who are not 
part of our congregation, but we’re able to come at 
5pm. So glad the UUC could enable them to attend a 
service at the end of their work day. 
 
“Observance of Lent should begin on Ash  
Wednesday—rather than the first Sunday after—and, 
Pastor Louise, you gave us much to think about and 
to contribute to our private prayers during these 40 
days until Easter. Thank you!  
 
“Thank you, also, Larry, for your inspiring reading 
voice, and, Peter, for your beautiful music. The Haydn 
Allegro in D Prelude was uplifting and your  
rendition of “Blessed Assurance” (The Gift of Music) 
was extremely moving. 
 
Thank you also, Jim Ninos, for making sure that  
anyone who would like to experience the  service, but 
was unable to attend, will be able to do so. 
 
May we all amend our lives during this especially holy 
period of the Christian year. 
 
 
Other Participants who served this day include 
Sharon Burdick (Greeter) and John Meacham (Usher). 

Church News & Events, cont. 
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Christmas 2022 Holiday  

Party Pics 
   Courtesy of Melissa Jusianiec 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

People 
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Upcoming Sunday Leaders  

If you are not able to serve as scheduled, please switch with someone listed on the charts below and  

notify the Church Office.  If you are unable to find someone to switch with you, please contact either the 

Elder of the Month or the Deacon of the Month. 

 

   Ten Things to Give Up for Lent             ...And  Possible Alternatives 
     1.  Coffee       Herbal Tea (Mint, Chamomile, Orange…) 
     2.  Meat       Lentils 
     3.  Facebook/Social Media    Phone calls 
     4.  Cursing       Breath In… Breath Out... 
     5.  Soft Drinks      Water 
     6.  Chocolate      Carob 
     7.  Alcohol       Cider 
     8.  Television      Books! 
     9.  Couch Potatoing     Take a Walk 
     10. Multitasking      Give your full attention to one thing at a time 
 

Date Greeter Worship Leader Flowers Coffee Usher 

March 5 Mary Smith J. Buckwalter Lent 
Communion 

Daisy Zhou J. Meacham 

March 12 H. Meacham Sharon Smith Lent Anna McHale J. Meacham 

March 19 H. Meacham Sharon Burdick Lent Larry & Jan Casey J. Meacham 

March 26 S. Burdick A. Acton Lent Tiersa & Dale Watson J. Meacham 

April 2  L. Meissner Communion  J. Ninos 

April 9  L. Casey Meissner/ 
S. Smith 

 J. Ninos 

April 16  Deb Stephens Mary Smith  J. Ninos 

April 23  Lyle Slack Slack  J. Ninos 

April 30  Dave Porter Porters  J. Ninos 

March Board Members of the Month  
Deacon............................................................MaryAnn Whittemore (whitteduc@twc.com; 607.587.9449) 

Elder.....................................................................John Buckwalter (buckwajd@gmail.com; 607.968.0540) 

BOCE…………………………..................................................................................................................... 

Fellowship…………................................Catherine Chambers (icatchambers@icloud.com; 607.221.7869) 

Trustee…………………................................................Anna McHale (mchale@alfred.edu; 607.587.8295) 

Whom do you call? Flowers or lay leading—call an Elder; greeting or coffee hour—call a Deacon;    

Sunday school—call BOCE; building issues—call a Trustee. 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 
12 pm: Book Group 

2 

11:30 am: Nutrition Site 

1 pm: UUC Office Open 

6 pm: Knit Night 

3 
1 pm:  UUC Office Open 

7 pm:  AA 

4 

5 

9:30—Sunday 

School 

10:30 Worship 

6 
11:30 am:   

Nutrition Site 

7 
11:30 am:  Nutrition Site 

 

6 pm:  Boy Scouts 

8 
12 pm: Book Group 

 

9 

11:30 am: Nutrition Site 

1 pm: UUC Office Open 

6 pm: Knit Night 

10 
1 pm:  UUC Office Open 

7 pm:  AA 

11 

12 

10:30 Worship 

13 
11:30 am:   

Nutrition Site 

14 
11:30 am:  Nutrition Site 

 

6 pm:  Boy Scouts 

15 
12 pm: Book Group 

4 pm:  Board of Elders 

7 pm:  Pastoral Search 

Committee 

16 

11:30 am: Nutrition Site 

1 pm: UUC Office Open 

6 pm: Knit Night 

17 
1 pm:  UUC Office Open 

7 pm:  AA 

18 

19 

10:30 Worship 

20 
11:30 am:   

Nutrition Site 

21 
11:30 am:  Nutrition Site 

 

6 pm:  Boy Scouts 

22 
12pm: Book Group 

 

23 

11:30 am:   

Nutrition Site 

1 pm: UUC Office Open 

6 pm:  Knit Night 

24 
1 pm:  UUC Office Open 

7 pm:  AA 

25 

26 

9:30—Sunday 

School 

10:30 Worship 

27 
11:30 am:   

Nutrition Site 

28 
11:30 am:  Nutrition Site 

 

6 pm:  Boy Scouts 

29 
12pm: Book Group 

30 
11:30 am:   

Nutrition Site 

1 pm: UUC Office Open 

6 pm:  Knit Night 

31 
1 pm:  UUC Office Open 

7 pm:  AA 

 

 

 

Give a person a fish and you feed them for a day. Teach a person 
to fish and you feed them for a lifetime  

                —Chinese Proverb, 
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  Just for Fun 

Lost Opportunity 

It was Palm Sunday but because of a sore throat, 5-
year-old Johnny stayed home from church with a sit-
ter. When the family returned home, they were carry-
ing several palm fronds. Johnny asked them what they 
were for. 
      "People held them over Jesus' head as he walked 
by," his father told him. 
      "Wouldn't you know it," Johnny fumed, "the one 
Sunday I don't go and he shows up." 

 

Grin & Bear It 

A country preacher decided to skip services one 
Sunday to spend the day hiking in the wilderness. 
Rounding a sharp bend in the trail, he collided with a 
bear and was sent tumbling down a steep grade. He 
landed on a rock and broke both legs. 
      With the ferocious bear charging at him from a 
distance, the preacher prayed, "O Lord, I'm so sorry 
for skipping services today. Please forgive me and 
grant me just one wish—make a Christian out of that 
bear that's coming at me!" 
      At that very instant, the bear skidded to a halt, fell 
to his knees, clasped his paws together, and began to 
pray aloud at the preacher's feet: "Dear God, please 
bless this food I am about to receive." 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What’s in a Name? 

Going over our church finances I found a receipt 
from a local paint store signed by someone named 
Christian. I wasn't aware of anyone buying paint, so I 
called the store to point out its mistake. 
      "I'm sorry," I told the manager, "but there are no 
Christians here at First Baptist Church." 

 

Hope It Was a Warm Day 

For our pastor's 50th birthday, the congregation  
decided to give him a new suit. 
      He was so touched by the gift that the following 
Sunday he stood before everyone and, with tears in 
his eyes, announced, "Today I am preaching to you in 
my birthday suit." 
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