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A SEASON OF THANKSGIVING
The Psalmist wrote a song of praise for the Lord’s goodness.
It is good to give thanks to the Lord, and to sing praises to your name, O Most
High; to declare your steadfast love in the morning and your faithfulness by night.
Psalm 92:1-2

The name of this season is a combination of two words: thanks and
giving. The two are interrelated. At the same time that we are to be
thankful, we are to be giving to others so that their experience of giving thanks increases. Out of our decision to
be thankful people who relate to God through Jesus Christ flows our decisions about what we will do for others
as we use our time, our talents, and our treasure.
The story is told of one man who so admired the faith of his friend, a Jesuit priest, that he wrote to him a letter
asking how he might also have that relational experience with God. The letter was returned to him with two
words written at the bottom: Give Alms. The “Alms” that we are able to give can meet the needs of those
around us.
John Westerhoff, a noted theologian, has written that reality for the Christian is “attention to one vocation, one
calling: to live into an ever deepening and loving relationship with God. That is the end for all human life and
everything else must be a means to that end. Therefore, we have only one ministry: to serve God in every
moment, wherever we are, whatever we are doing, as stewards of the gift of life itself.”
In this season of Thanks-giving let us call to memory everything in our lives for which we give thanks (surely a
long list) and then let us focus on the challenge of how we can be a people who “give” of ourselves to others.
Blessings of the Season, Pastor Louise

Church News & Events
Winter Clothing for
Journey’s End
Submitted by Deb Stephens on behalf of the
Elders

Remember Our Vets
Please be generous as we collect items for vets at the
Bath VA. A donation box is in the foyer of the
Church Center.

After careful consideration, the Board of Elders has
selected Journey’s End in Buffalo for a “Winter
Clothing Drive” as the November Benevolence this
year. (The long-standing practice of collecting winter
items for Cameron Ministries in Rochester is no
longer functional as Cameron no longer accepts
these donations.) Bins will be available at the Church
Center and in the community until after
Thanksgiving.

List of items needed:
Body wash
Deodorant
Regular coffee
K-cups
New fans or air conditioners
Sweatpants (L, XL, 2XL, 3XL, 4XL)
Sweatshirts (XL, 2XL, 3XL, 4XL)
TOPS, Walmart, Wegmans, or VISA gift cards
Fast food gift certificates ($5 or $10)
Car models and acrylic model paints
Word search books
New postage stamps
Used items cannot be accepted

The list of items needed are:
NEW winter gloves (especially men’s sizes)
NEW winter hats and scarves
NEW blankets (not throws)
NEW or USED winter coats, clean and in good
condition
Many will remember that Journey’s End was our
Lenten Project this year. Their Mission Statement
and Purpose Statement follow.

All Saints Day
November 6

MISSION STATEMENT
Journey's End Refugee Services, Inc. is a Christian community-based organization with the
mission of welcoming refugees without regard
to ethnic origin or creed and to assist them to
become healthy, independent, contributing
members of the community.

At our All Saints Day service on
November 6 we will have the
opportunity to remember departed
loved ones.
The names of loved ones will be
read during the service.
If you plan to attend the service in
person you are invited to write the names to be
remembered in the book as you enter the sanctuary.

PURPOSE STATEMENT
To provide refugees with the resources and
support they need to become successful, active
and contributing members of the Western New
York Community.

Those on Zoom may email names to the church
office by Thursday, November 3.
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Church News & Events, cont.
Pastoral Search Committee

The roof fund is already at $9,000 due to several large
donations, including one in memory of Vern Burdick.
We hope to get contributions from past and present
community members who are interested in preserving
an important historical structure in Alfred.

On Sunday, October 23 following worship, a special
congregational meeting was held to vote on the slate
of members to serve on the Pastoral Search
Committee. Members proposed were as follows:

Harvest Sunday
November 20

Trustees: Anna McHale and Dave Porter
Elders: John Buckwalter and Deb Stephens
Christian Education: Mary Perkins
Diaconate: Sharon Burdick and MaryBeth
McDonough
Fellowship: Jan Casey and Cindy Tucker
At-large: Linell Soule
Bob Heineman moved approval of the slate presented
and the motion was seconded by Jan Porter. The
motion carried unanimously (33 members voting).
The first meeting will be held on November 10 at
8pm.

UUC Semiannual Meeting,
November 13
The Semi-annual Meeting of the Union University
Church will be held in the sanctuary immediately
following worship on Sunday, November 13 and will
be Zoomed for those who cannot attend in person.
Coffee will be served in the King David Room after
the meeting. All boards and officers should send
an electronic copy of their report to the church
office (uucalfred@gmail.com) no later than
Tuesday, November 8 so they may be compiled
into a single document to be distributed at the
meeting and posted to our website. In addition,
church officers and board representatives should be
in attendance to present their individual reports and
respond to questions.

This year on Harvest Sunday,
November 20, 2022
You are invited to bring
non-perishable food items to worship
for the Food Pantry

That everyone may eat and
drink,
and find satisfaction
in all his toil—
this is the gift of God.

Trustees Update
Submitted by Laurel Buckwalter

The trustees are encouraging donations for the
sanctuary roof now and into the future with hopes of
having the roof replaced next summer. Current cost
estimates are $45,000-$65,000. There is an excellent
chance that we will get a grant of $10,000 from the
Sacred Sites foundation that helped fund the
architectural study of 2005.

Ecclesiastes 3:13
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Church News & Events, cont.
Sunday School
Submitted by Melissa Jusianiec

On, Sunday morning, October 16, the youth of UUC
gathered to be reminded that God's love is ever
present and we are all inseparable from it (Romans 8;
35, 37-39).
After breakfast and a lesson/discussion, we headed
out for a service project where the youth planted
daffodil bulbs on behalf of the Fund for Women at
the Alfred Montessori School (all 4 youth are alums of
the School). After planting bulbs, they were able to
spend a few minutes playing and reminiscing about
their Montessori days, before heading back to
church.

Submitted by Melissa Jusianiec

It's that time of year again where we work together to
spread joy in and around our community. The UUC
Christmas box program is in full swing and key dates
have been set:
November 6th: Family information distributed to
UUC and community sponsors
November 27th:
Filled boxes are due at UUC (please leave in room
across from the sitting room in Church center);
we will supply boxes as soon as possible in
November
Cookies due at UUC (please leave them in Loretta's
room, labeled for Christmas boxes)
December 5th: Box distribution, 9AM - 11AM
Based on feedback from recipients and partners we
understand that parents want to wrap their children's
gifts. Therefore, please DO NOT wrap children's
gifts this year. Instead, please supply wrapping paper/
boxes/tissue paper & tape. Children's gifts should be
in separate bags (paper bags from the grocery store
are fine) and labeled with the child's name and box
#. Please DO wrap parent/guardian gifts.

We look forward to driving by in the spring next year
to see the bulbs we planted beneath the sign, near the
building, and near the playground.

Note that financial contributions to help purchase
turkeys/hams are accepted and appreciated
anytime. Please write "Christmas boxes" in the check
memo line.

Isabel, Lily, Jackson, and
Cuhlyn at work and play.

Thank you for all you do to make a difference for so
many at the holiday season each year!

Bulletin inserts with details will be
available in print and online.
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Church News & Events, cont.
create, after church, or you can email me at
porterjs313@gmail, telling me what soup
and/or pie you would like to offer. (or call me
at 585 808 9355)
This year’s luncheon will have the traditional
baked goods area, with a few pickles and jams
for people to buy and enjoy. What do you
like to bake?
This year we will be making and selling holiday
mugs for $5.00 each. We have thought of a
few fillers: wrapped candies, colored pencils
for kids or adults, pet treats, individual
coffees or teas, small chocolate bars, a
package of homemade granola or small
cookies. The possibilities are endless, and all
you need is a mug from your collection at
home or a mug donated from one of the
committee working on this holiday
celebration. Have fun thinking of a unique
item or items to place in a mug or two. You
many invest what you wish, but remember
every mug will sell for $5.
Expect me to ask you to fill a traditional role: set
up, kitchen work, dining room service, and
cleanup. I will be asking another helper to set
placemats and clear them for each new
luncheon goer.
Regina Burke and Barb Willis are in charge of
holiday mugs. Anna McHale will be selling
baked goods. Lana Meissner and Deb
Stephens are helping with publicity. Cindy
Tucker and her fellowship committee
members will decorate the King David Room
and the luncheon tables. Laurel Buckwalter
will cut and serve pies. Dave Porter will
handle beverages and other responsibilities.

Advent Devotional
Pastor Louise has passed along this
Advent Devotional put out by the
Presbyterian Church. It includes
Celtic Advent which begins on
November 15 and
continues through our traditional
Advent season which begins on
November 27. You can download
the devotional here https://
www.presbyterianmission.org/resource/
presbyterians-today-celtic-advent-devotional/

Hanging of the Greens
November 27
Come join us for the Hanging of the
Greens on Sunday,
November 27 following
worship when we will join in
decorating for the Christmas
season

Holiday Luncheon Plus
December 2
Submitted by Jan Porter

Prepare one and all for the return of the early
celebration that is UUC’s only fund raiser.
This year the famous luncheon will return with only a
few adjustments, including more seating, and fewer
people eating at each table. Think, now, how you can
help. I will be sending out more information after
Nov. 7. Stay tuned.
Quarts and pints of homemade soup will be made
available for purchase by luncheon goers.
They will be made ahead after Thanksgiving
and cooled, placed in jars, refrigerated, and
sold cold (for warming at home) from the
back door of the kitchen during and after the
luncheon. I have asked 3 or 4 people to
prepare these soups ahead of time.
I will be asking everyone for pies and soups for
the luncheon, starting Nov. 6, so think of
what you would like to make. I will be
signing you up for whatever you would like to

Save the Date: December 18
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People
New Beginnings
Submitted by Lana Meissner
It is with both joy and regret that I let our church
family know that I have informed the trustees of my
intent to retire from the position of Administrative
Secretary at UUC. While I had made a commitment
to remain until a settled pastor is selected, my family
circumstances changed unexpectedly on September 3
when my daughter Kristen and her husband Dale
adopted a baby girl. Lily Mae Vargason was born on September 1,
2022 and I know you will understand my desire to spend as much
time with her as I can and assist
with childcare whenever needed.

We received a call from one of Evelyn Lobdell’s
daughters letting us know that Evelyn will turn 95
years old on November 18. Evelyn and Leon were
pillars of the church for more than 50 years, from
1954 until they moved to Tyler, Texas in 2011.
We remember Evelyn,
Leon, and daughter Jennifer
for so much and many of us
remember Evelyn especially
for her White Christmas Pie
which she made for the
Bazaar luncheon every
year. Her pie was such a
favorite that there were
Bazaar committee members
(who shall remain
nameless), who squirreled away a personal slice “just
in case” there would be none left by their lunch time.
Time. Evelyn revealed her recipe (below) in our
Seventy Fifth Anniversary Cookbook.

It has been a pleasure working
with and for the church over the
years and rest assured that I will
remain a fully engaged and active
member of the UUC family.
The trustees are in the process of securing a
replacement.

Centennial Worship Service
We are grateful to all those
who made our
Centennial Weekend
celebration such a success.
In spite of Covid and last
minute changes and
“fill-ins” it was a special
time. At Sunday’s worship
service we were delighted
to welcome back
Rev. DeMott as guest
preacher, bluegrass singer,

Let’s shower Evelyn with Birthday greetings:
and handbell ringer.

Evelyn Lobdell
1929 Friendship Rd. #1412, Hoschton GA
30548

And what a treat is was to
have Chuck Shultz,
daughter Chris King, and
other guests with us on
this special occasion.

Sharon Burdick & Chuck Shultz
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November Board Members of the Month
Deacon…..............................MaryBeth McDonough (marybethmcdonough1@gmail.com; 607.661.2529)
Elder..................................................................Heather Meacham(meachajo@yahoo.com; 607.587.8313)
BOCE…………………………..............................................................................................................
Fellowship………….......................................Beth & Lyle Slack (bethslack02@gmail.com; 585.808.7091)
Trustee…………………................................................Anna McHale (mchale@alfred.edu; 607.725.0708)
Who do you call? Flowers or lay leading—call an Elder; greeting or coffee hour—call a Deacon;
Sunday school—call BOCE; building issues—call a Trustee.

Don’t forget to set your clocks back an hour
on Saturday night, November 5,
before you go to bed.
Upcoming Sunday Leaders
If you are not able to serve as scheduled, please switch with someone listed on the charts below and
notify the Church Office. If you are unable to find someone to switch with you, please contact either the
Elder of the Month or the Deacon of the Month.
Date

Greeters

Worship Leader

Flowers

Coffee

Usher

Nov. 6

McDonough H. Meacham

Communion

Perkins

Ninos

Nov. 13

Burdick

Burdick

Burdick

Amie Acton

Ninos

Nov. 20 Harvest Bowden

Meissner

Meissner

Cindy Tucker

Ninos

Nov. 27 Hanging Casey
Greens,
Advent 1

Sharon Smith

Advent wreath Burdick

Ninos

Dec. 4 Advent 2 Riber

Buckwalter

Advent wreath, Schulze
Communion

J. Porter

Dec. 11
Advent 3

Casey

Slack

Advent wreath Mindy Smith

J. Porter

Dec. 18
Advent 4

Henry

Porter

Advent wreath Casey

J. Porter

Dec. 25
Christmas

Burdick

Meissner

Meissner

J. Porter
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None

Winter Clothing
Drive

O Lord, we thank Thee for this food, For every blessing, every good. For earthly sustenance and
love Bestowed on us from heaven above. Be present at our table, Lord. Be here and everywhere adored. Thy
children bless and grant that we May feast in paradise with Thee. Garrison Keillor

Sun

Mon

Tue

1

Wed

2 12 Book

Thu

Fri

Sat

3

4

5

912 Book

10 1pm

11

12

Group, 4pm
Elders

Advisory
Comm, 8pm
Pastoral
Search

1610:30

17

18

19

24

25

26

Group

6 9:30 Bible 7

8

Study
10:30 Worship, communion

1310:30

14

15

Worship,
semiannual
mtg.

Christmas Eve
Planning,12
Book Group

20Harvest 21

22

23

29

3012 Book

9:30 Sunday
School,10:30
Worship

2710:30
Worship,
Hanging of
Greens, Advent 1

28

Group
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Just for Fun
placed an even larger bet this time and, sure enough
the horse won.
This pattern continued throughout the day with the
priest blessing the forehead of a long shot horse, the
Southern Baptist placing larger and larger bets and the
horse always winning.
At the last race of the day, the Southern Baptist
thought, "I have got to go for broke here. “With great
anticipation, he watched as the priest stepped onto
the field one more time, walked up to the line-up and
blessed the forehead, eyes, ears and hooves of one of
the horses. The Southern Baptist ran to the ticket
counter and bet all he had on that horse.
The horse came in dead last!

Temperance

As he was walking out, he saw the priest. Walking up
to him, he demanded, “What happened? All day long
you blessed horses and they won, even though they
were long shots. Then at the last race you blessed a
horse, I bet everything and the horse lost.”

A preacher was completing a temperance sermon.
With great expression he said, “If I had all the beer in
the world, I’d take it and throw it into the river!” The
congregation nodded their approval.
With even greater emphasis he added, “And if I had
all the wine in the world, I’d take it and throw it into
the river, too!” The people clapped and were saying
“Amen.”
And then finally, he concluded, “And if I had all the
whiskey in the world, I’d take it and throw it into the
river!”
As he sat down, the song leader then stood up quite
cautiously and announced, “For our closing song, let
us sing Hymn #365: “Shall We Gather at the River.”

“That's the problem with you Protestants,” said the
priest. “You can't tell the difference between a simple
blessing and the Last Rites.”

Coin Toss
By the time Bobby arrived, the football game had
already started. “Why are you so late?” asked his
friend.
“I couldn't decide between going to church and going
to the football game. So I tossed a coin,” said Bobby.

Horse Race

“But that shouldn't have taken too long.” said the
friend.

Did you hear about the about the Southern Baptist
who was in the habit of sneaking to the race track to
bet on the horses?

“Well, I had to toss it 35 times.”

One day he was losing badly when he saw a priest
step onto the track, walk up to line-up and bless one
of the horses on the forehead. The horse was a long
shot, but the Southern Baptist thought, “With the
priest's blessing, surely this horse will win.” He placed
a small bet and, sure enough, the horse came in first.
At the next race, the priest stepped onto the track and
blessed another horse's forehead. Even though this
horse was also a long shot, the Southern Baptist was a
little bolder this time and placed a larger bet on that
horse. Again, it won.
A third time, the priest stepped onto the track and
blessed a horse on the forehead. Like the others, this
horse was also a long shot. The Southern Baptist
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