Church News

September, 2022
The Rev. Dr. Louise Barger, Pastor
Pastor’s Office: 607.587.9288
Home phone: 303.638.4337
Email: louisebarger21@gmail.com
Lana Meissner, Administrative Secretary, Newsletter Editor
Office Hours: Wednesdays 1:00—4:00; Thursdays 1:00—4:00
Office phone: 607.587.9288
Office email: uucalfred@gmail.com
Website: www.unionuniversitychurch.org

Join us on Facebook

MOVING INTO THE FUTURE

When was the last time that you moved? Probably not recently.
Moving can be an enlightening experience. One finds things that one
hasn't even looked for in years. There is the sorting, the discarding, the
packing of what is needed or wanted. There is always the need to
purchase some new things for the new place because it just isn't the
same as the old house.
As a church moves into the future, the process is much the same. The process includes:
* deciding what the church should focus on in the future;
* sorting through all of those memories that we treasure;
* deciding what we have that we value most and "packing" it to move into the future;
* discarding what is no longer useful or so dated that it no longer works;
* deciding what new things (new ministries) we need for our future.
As we come to the close of a century of ministry in this community, we will be “moving” into the next century,
our future as a church. As we prepare for embracing the future, there will be some decisions that need to be
made. They will need to be made with prayer, with objectivity, and with the purpose for being a witness for
Christ in this community.
Blessings, Pastor Louise

Church News & Events
Mission of the
Month
Habitat for Humanity, an international organization,
was founded in 1976 by Millard & Linda Fuller. “The
concept that grew into Habitat for Humanity
International was born at Koinonia Farm, a small,
interracial, Christian community outside of Americus,
Georgia. Koinonia Farm was founded in 1942 by
farmer and biblical scholar Clarence Jordan.” (Habitat
for Humanity website)

In June, Pastor Louise called the first meeting of the
advisory committee. The advisory committee,
according to the bylaws, is to assist the pastor in
decision making for the church and is made up of the
chairs of each board and the church council chair.
Current members are Sharon Burdick, Deb Stephens,
Mary Perkins, Cindy Tucker, Laurel Buckwalter and
John Buckwalter. Monthly meetings are planned.
Already we have seen better communication between
the boards and more creative and advanced planning
for events.

The Fullers visited Koinonia in 1965 and, together
with Jordan, developed the concept of “partnership
housing.” “The concept centered on those in need of
adequate shelter working side by side with volunteers
to build simple, decent houses.”
The Union University Church has supported our
local Genesee Valley Habitat for Humanity affiliate
for more that 20 years through our benevolence
giving. Many of our church members have
participated in Habitat projects as well as serving in
leadership roles.

The advisory committee got the ball rolling on the
pastoral search committee membership by asking
each board to present two members to serve on that
very important committee before September 1. The
membership of the search committee will be formally
approved at the November semi-annual meeting.
Pastor Louise will direct the congregation in several
surveys starting in late October. The surveys will be
completed by the end of 2022. The search
committee will collate the results and present them to
the congregation. In January the committee will
advertise the position and start accepting applications. The search committee will interview their top
three candidates and then invite the top candidate (by
unanimous vote of the committee) to visit and
preach. The candidate must receive 75% affirmative
votes from the congregation in order to be called to
the church. This process is of uncertain duration.
Pastor Louise will serve as transitional pastor until a
settled pastor is called.

Genesee Valley Habitat for Humanity is currently
building a house for a needy family on a previously
vacant lot near the school in Bolivar. The excavation
and foundation masonry work were contracted out,
and now volunteers are assembling the frame and
putting on the roof. Work days for the project are
each Friday and Saturday starting at 9 am. If you can
climb a ladder and swing a hammer you are welcome
to join in! Your monetary support is also needed,
especially because the cost of building materials is
much higher for this project than for previous ones.
Funds currently on hand should be sufficient to have
the shell completed and weather-tight before winter
sets in. The project will not be completed until
necessary funds are available for finishing it in 2023.
Please consider giving generously to Genesee Valley
Habitat for Humanity during the month of
September. All checks for Missions of the Month
should be made out to the Union University
Church with the name of the mission on the
memo line of the check.

Other topics discussed by the advisory committee
were: plans for Rally Day; the Sunday school program
for children, youth, and adults; nursery facility
preparation; updating bylaws; and increasing visibility
for the church. John Buckwalter as church council
chair moderates the meetings; Laurel Buckwalter as
church clerk takes minutes. By Laurel Buckwalter
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Church News & Events, cont.
Memorial Reception for Beverly
(Lee) Borst - September 24
A memorial reception for former UUC member, Lee
Borst, will be held in the King David Room on
Saturday, September 24 from 1-3pm. Lee died on
August 8. The Fellowship Board requests
donations of cookies or muffins for the event.

Food Pantry Update

Sunday September 11, 2022

The Alfred Area Food Pantry is now housed in the
Methodist Church in Alfred. The hours of operation
are Tuesday and Thursday from 5:30 to 6:30 pm. A
board of directors is overseeing its operation. Board
members include Steve Crandall and Laurel
Buckwalter as cochairs; John Buckwalter, treasurer;
Amie Acton, recording secretary; Pat Crandall,
corresponding secretary; John and Heather Meacham;
Sally Hopkins; Jane and Brian Hildreth; and Peter
Gradoni.

Rally Day is the official kick off of our church year
and this year we will once again gather in the King
David Room at 10:30 for worship and light refreshments of fruit and muffins. Following worship there
will be a picnic lunch with Pastor Louise’s famous
brisket along with sides provided by members of the
congregation. Activities will include the making of
bookmarks and the previewing of a potential Bible
study series.

Contributions of food staples are always welcome:
cereal, canned goods, tuna, peanut butter, rice, pasta,
and so on. The pantry provides frozen chicken, eggs,
bread, and milk, which are purchased. The financial
state of the food pantry continues to be good, thanks
to donations from the community.

Please bring, if you are able to:
Muffins and/or fruit for the morning
A picnic side dish to pass for lunch

A new service that the pantry is providing is delivery
to residents of Maple Apartments who do not have
vehicles. Steve Crandall initiated and provides that
service.

Table service

Book Group Begins
September 14 all are welcome to join

Thank you to the many members of the Union
University Church who volunteer at the pantry. If
you’re interested in contributing in some way, speak
to Laurel Buckwalter. By Laurel Buckwalter

Persons interested in being a part of a Book Review
group are invited to come to the first meeting this
Fall on Wednesday, September 14th for a meeting in
the Bergen Room at noon for about one hour, and
then all are invited to go to lunch. At the first meeting, people are asked to bring suggestions of books to
be included for reading. The group will consider each
one and make a decision about what the first book
will be. The group will probably meet weekly, but that
too will be the decision of the group. Come and
bring your recommendations.
By Pastor Louise
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Church News & Events, cont.

Honoring the Past-Embracing the Future

Call to Reserve Your Spot!

After Labor Day, you will be receiving an invitation
for the weekend of October 8-9. On Saturday the
8th, we have planned a sit down dinner at the Knight
Club in Powell Hall on AU campus. The dinner will
begin at 5:00pm. You will have a choice of cheese
lasagna or a chicken dish, with a salad, rolls, side,
dessert, coffee and tea for $25 per dinner. Please
return the menu selection along with your check as
soon as possible but no later than September, 24th. If
you are unable to attend the dinner you are most than
welcome to come for just the program which will
begin at 7pm.

We are happy to report that Amie Acton is the new
manager of the Alfred Nutrition Site sponsored by
the Allegany County Office for the Aging

Lunches will begin on Tuesday
September 6. Call on Friday, September 2
to reserve your meal. Call 585-808-5201 or
toll free 1-866-268-9390.
Upcoming menus are posted on the
bulletin board in the hall outside the King
David Room.

The program for the night will be Larry Casey’s video
that depicts some of the history of the church. After
the video, we will be re-enacting a play that was used
for the 75th celebration. This play will give everyone a
history lesson about the church and how it was
started.

At the annual meeting the
congregation voted to
replace the church roof next
year. Members of the
congregation with financial
resources are encouraged to
make significant
contributions to the
sanctuary fund to build up a
large amount for the roof
replacement. Preliminary
bids have been $45,000 and
$65,000, and costs continue to rise. A grant of
$10,000 will be applied for from the Sacred Site
Conservancy. By Laurel Buckwalter

On Sunday the 9th, Reverend Barger is planning a
special service. What we know at this time is that
Reverend DeMott will be doing the sermon, there
will be a lot of music with the Bluegrass Band, Bell
Choir, and Laurel on the organ (Peter had previous
plans to be away that weekend). Communion will
also be served during this service. Hope to see
everyone on this special week-end.
By Dave Porter
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Church News & Events, cont.
Tree Removal

A Gift from Mindy Smith

This summer five trees were removed from the
property line between the church building and the
business block: a maple tree that should have been
cut down in its infancy and four arborvitae. Removal
of these trees will bring sunlight to the porch and
steps, so that paint will stick to them in the future.
Plans are for shrubs to be planted in the area in the
spring. The partial trunks were left to prevent cars
from being inadvertently driven into the porch.

“It may be just an old table,
but fittingly with our
Centennial, it’s also been
around for 100 years, and in
my possession for over 50 of
those years. It was the first
piece of furniture that I
purchased myself while I was
still in high school. It belonged to a wonderful lady
who lived across the street from me in Lima, Ohio.
This table became known as Mrs. Duff’s table in our
family. You may call it anything you like. It had a
multitude of uses including a sewing table, a great
spot for displaying family photos, it held small
puzzles, and lived just inside our porch door for a
long time, and was a catch all for hats, library books,
glasses, keys and of course stacks of mail. I know it
will serve the Union University Church well for as
long as it is needed.” By Mindy Smith

This table will be used on communion Sundays when
we bring the altar table down to floor level so that all
may be equitably served.
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People
All Workers Are Essential
The concept of vocation, Latin for “to call,”
previously referred only to a calling to church work.
But then Martin Luther emphasized the importance
— and even sanctity — of all types of labors. The
reformer pointed out that “God doesn’t need our
good works, but our neighbor does.”
Laurel & John Buckwalter, Lana Meissner, Luanne
Crosby, Deb Stephens, Sharon Smith, Tiersa Watson,
Sharon Burdick, Beth & Lyle Slack, Joe Dosch, Bill
Sortore, Jan & Larry Casey, Jan & Dave Porter,
Heather & John Meacham, Walt Schulze, Jerry
Jusianiec.

RJ Grunewald, in a blog post titled
“God Makes Pizza,” describes how
this looks today: “God is busy
about his work in the midst
of your work whether you realize it or
not. The laundry, the spreadsheets,
the phone calls and the cups of
coffee are all deeply spiritual
because God is at work in the world.
He is serving your family, your coworkers and your
community through the work you do. God is at work
providing ‘daily bread’ through the work that you do,
no matter what that work is.”
From the NewsletterNewsletter used with permission

Church Cleaner
Our church cleaner, Dennis Smith, is experiencing
some health problems. Our long-term substitute
cleaner, until Dennis is able to return, is Maureen
Wilsey, the niece of Chris Mattison, who previously
cleaned the church building for the SDB. We hope
Dennis feels well soon.

Where in the World Is John B.?

A Bit of Trivia:

John Buckwalter will be in Bolivia from September 11
-25 as part of a learning tour of Mennonite Central
Committee relief and development projects there.
MCC sponsors projects in Bolivia ranging from
education to food security, urban gardening, and
community building. Tour participants will travel by
motorcycle across a wide variety of spectacular
locations, starting in the eastern flatlands and going up
to 15,000 feet elevation in the Andes Mountains in the
western part of the country. John plans on posting
photos on Facebook and will be glad to share his
experiences with you when he returns!
By John Buckwalter

In 1592, Pope Clement VIII declared coffee to be a
legitimate drink for Christians. Before that edict, it
had been labeled “the wine of infidel” because of its
popularity among non-Christians.

The Bottom Line
Coffee hour volunteers are needed for October
through December. This is noble, spiritual work that
enables folks to gather and share time and
refreshment following worship as well a way to
welcome newcomers. Please contact Sharon Burdick
via phone, text, or email if you can host coffee
hour.607.769.8344 or vernsharon57@gmail.com.
Helpers are always needed.
Helpers are always wanted.
Helpers are always special and greatly appreciated.
Will you please be a helper?
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September Board Members of the Month
Deacon…...........................................................................................................Regina Burke (941.661.5960)
Elder.......................................................Mary-Lou Cartledge (cartledge@zoominternet.net; 607.587.8071)
BOCE…………………………………………………………………………..…….....................…...... TBD
Fellowship…………....................................................Jan Casey (jancasey1834@gmail.com; 607.382.2773)
Trustee………………………………………………...Dave Porter (porterkd1@hotmail.com; 716.498.0005)

Who do you call? Flowers or lay leading—call an Elder; greeting or coffee hour—call a Deacon;
Sunday school—call BOCE; building issues—call a Trustee.

September 18

Upcoming Sunday Leaders
If you are not able to serve as scheduled, please switch with someone listed on the charts below and
notify the Church Office. If you are unable to find someone to switch with you, please contact either the
Elder of the Month or the Deacon of the Month.

Date
Sept 4

Greeter
Burke

Worship Leader

Flowers

Coffee

Usher

Cartledge (EOM)

Communion

Willis

Heineman

Sept 11Rally Day Willis

Deck

Rally Day

Rally Day

Heineman

Sept 18

Tucker

Sharon Smith

Tucker

Slack

Heineman

Sept 25

Soule

Luo

Soule

Heineman

Oct 2

Porter

Mary Smith

Meacham

Oct 9

Casey (EOM)

Sharon Smith

Meacham

Oct 16

Dewey

Cartledge

Meacham

Oct 23

Watson

Stephens

Meacham

Oct 30

Slack

Slack

Meacham
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“That old September feeling, left over from school days, of summer passing,

vacation nearly done, obligations gathering, books and football in the air …
Another fall, another turned page: there was something of jubilee in that annual autumnal beginning, as if last year’s mistakes had been wiped clean by summer.” —
Wallace Stegner, Angle of Repose
Sun

4 10:30am

Mon

5

Tue

6

Worship
Communion

1110:30am 12

13

Worship

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

8

9

10

14 10:30

15

16

17

22

23

24

29

30

Music comm
12pm Book
Group
4pm Elders

20

Worship

2510:30am 26

7 7pm

Thu

Centennial
Planning
Committee

Worship Rally
Day

1810:30am 19

Wed

2112pm
Book Group

27

2812pm
Book Group
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Just for Fun

Denominations

God’s Time

The New York Times tells about an unidentified
woman who went to the Post Office to buy stamps.
'What denomination?' asked the clerk.
'Oh, good heavens! Have we come to this?' said the
woman. 'Well, give me 30 Catholic, 10 Baptist, 20
Lutheran, and 40 Presbyterian.'

A young man once asked God how long a million
years was to him. God replied, 'A million years to me
is just like a single second in your time.' Then the
young man asked God what a million dollars was to
him. God replied, 'A million dollars to me is like a
single penny to you.' Then the young man got up the
courage and asked, 'God, could I have one of your
pennies?' God smiled and replied, 'Certainly, just a
second.

In a Nutshell
A Sunday school teacher gave her second-graders a
month to memorize Psalm 23. One little boy was
excited about the task but just couldn’t remember the
whole chapter.
When the day came for the children to recite Psalm
23 before the congregation, the nervous boy stepped
up to the microphone and said, “The Lord is my
Shepherd, and that's all I need to know!”

Back to School
Early one morning, a mother woke her son, who
whined about having to go to school.
“Give me two reasons why you don’t want to go,”
she said. “Well,” he complained, “the kids don’t like
me, and neither do the teachers!”
“Nonsense,” she said. “Come get ready.”
“Give me two reasons why I should go,” the son
protested. “Well, for one, you’re 52,” she said. “For
another, you’re the principal!”
9

29 North Main Street
Alfred, New York 14802-1027

September, 2022 Newsletter

10

