Church News

May, 2022
The Rev. Dr. Louise Barger, Pastor
Pastor’s Office: 607.587.9288
Cell phone: 303.638.4337
Email: louisebarger21@gmail.com
Lana Meissner, Administrative Secretary, Newsletter Editor
Office Hours: Wednesdays 1:00—4:00; Thursdays 1:00—4:00
Office phone: 607.587.9288
Office email: uucalfred@gmail.com
Website: www.unionuniversitychurch.org
Join us on Facebook

WHAT NOW?

It's a question that we often ask in many situations. We often find ourselves
living in what we call the “meantime.” It can be a time of great anticipation
or a time of great uncertainty.
For those who were the early followers of Jesus Christ, they are now living
in the “meantime.” Jesus has been resurrected and these are precious days
with Him. He appears to the women in the garden, to the two on the road
to Emmaus, to the disciples without Thomas, to the disciples with Thomas,
to a group of 500 brethren, to the disciples by the Sea of Galilee, etc., etc., etc.
The historian Josephus records the resurrection appearances of Jesus. Later the historian Eusebius would also
write about his interviews with those who had witnessed the risen Lord. They recorded that Jesus continued to
be seen by many, to teach about the Kingdom of Heaven, and to perform miracles of healing.
There is nothing to indicate that his inner circle was aware of how long it would be before He returned to the
Father. They surely wanted to hold on to Him forever. It was a never to be repeated experience.
For the disciples these days with Jesus was an opportunity to ask questions and hear answers that they had not
comprehended before; it was a time of experiencing his forgiveness for deserting Him at his hour of death; it was
a time of reconciliation for denial of relationships; it was a time of restoration of faith.
During these 40 days between our celebration of the resurrection and our celebration of his ascension to the
Father we also have an opportunity and a challenge to look anew at the risen Lord and our relationship with Him.
Blessings, Pastor Louise

Church News & Events
Lenten Project Report
Buffalo Area Mobile Food Pantry
In spite of the threat of rain, 5 members from UUC
joined other volunteers and Journey’s End staff at
the Mobile Food Pantry location in Buffalo on April
13. Jan Porter and Cindy Tucker handled the checkin with impressive expertise. Dave Porter, Rob Riber,
and Deb Stephens moved boxes, unpacked food
items, and assisted customers as needed. They kept
us busy, and we finished up just as it started to rain.
At least it didn’t SNOW! Submitted by Deb Stephens

One Great Hour of Sharing
Ukraine
The Board of Elders has designated Ukrainian Relief
as the Mission of the Month for April, May, & June.
Our giving will be through the American Baptist
Church participation in One Great Hour of
Sharing (OGHS) - Ukraine. One hundred percent of
all funds donated go directly to Ukrainian relief
efforts administered by the European Baptist
Federation. The relief is for all people affected by the
war, not just Baptists. It is interesting to note that the
Baptist church in Ukraine is one of the largest
Protestant denominations in the country. Situation
reports are available on the EBF website
https://www.ebf.org/blog/tags/ukrainesituation-report
Checks should be made out to the Union
University Church with OGHS on the memo
line.

The Flowers that Bloom in the
Spring
Last October some of our youth participated in a
bulb planting project in Fillmore, NY for the ACC
Fund for women, an organization that the church
supports in its Mission of the Month program.
On the way home from working at the Mobile Food
Pantry Jan spotted the place where they planted the
bulbs so they stopped and took a picture.
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Church News & Events, cont.
Church Office Work Continues

Alfred Area Food Pantry Move

Little by little progress is being made on
transforming what had become a storage room off
the foyer of the sanctuary back into a usable office.
Thanks to the efforts of John & Laurel Buckwalter,
Bill Sortore, and Lana Meissner the room is more
attractive and usable. Once the walls, ceiling,
wainscoting, trim, and stairs were painted, we pulled
up the old
carpet. John &
Bill sanded,
scraped, and
coated the
edges of the
floor so that an
area rug could
be put down.

On Wednesday, April 20, many from UUC along
with other community members moved the Alfred
Area Food Pantry to its new location at the
Methodist Church on Moland Road.
Amie Acton (with her faithful dog), Denise
Grandusky, Pam Jones, John & Heather Meacham,
Sally Hopkins, Steve Crandall, Therese LeGro, John
& Laurel Buckwalter (not pictured), Jerry & Max
Jusianiec, and a student made it happen.
Pantry hours are Tuesdays and Thursdays from 5:30
until 6:30.
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Church News & Events, cont.
Easter Retrospective

Congratulations Caiti Dewey

In spite of a fickle weather pattern—to put it
kindly—our Holy Week and Easter Sunday services
were moving and meaningful. Beginning with Palm
Sunday when we were treated to a bell choir
ensemble, to Maundy Thursday when we passed
communion for the first time in two years and
listened to Emma’s haunting rendition of “Were You
There When They Crucified My Lord” as she carried
the Christ Candle from the sanctuary, to Good
Friday when we heard the “Last Words from the
Cross,” and finally to Easter morning with a splendid
garden surrounding the cross, favorite hymns, a choir
ensemble, and the “Hallelujah Chorus” postlude, we
defied the weather in word and song surrounded by
the light of Christ and the new life that He brings.

Caiti has been named Principle of Immaculate
Conception School in Wellsville effective April 19,
2022. Caiti retired as Elementary Principal at Arkport
Central School in 2020 but eventually decided that
she was not yet ready to
leave students and teachers
behind.
Caiti, who is the daughter
of Jan & Dave Porter, was
dedicated at UUC in August
of 1968. The picture below
is from the dedication of
Alan and Caiti’s son Ben on
October 16,1994

Photo courtesy of
Wellsville Sun

Close to 70 people joined in
our Easter morning
worship either in person or
via Zoom.

Allan & Caiti Dewey at Ben’s dedication, Oct. 16, 1994

Farewell Myrna Berrios
We were sorry to bid
Myrna Berrios farewell
this past month as she
headed to Florida to be
with her son Chris.
Myrna originally joined
our church family in
April 1993. She later left
Alfred and returned
again several years ago.
Myrna & Chris when they first came to UUC

Her new address is 7104 Sunset Ave. Panama
City Beach, Florida 32408.
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Church News & Events, cont.
Bidding Farewell to the
Napolitanos
We are sad to have to bid farewell to the
Napolitanos as they move to a new phase of their
lives in NYC. Tricia left Alfred a little more than a
year ago when she accepted the position of associate
dean of students at New York Institute of
Technology. Dan has accepted the position of chief
of staff for The New School in Manhattan effective
May 2. Dan, Tricia, and their children, Sophie, Noah,
and Ella, have been integral members of the Alfred
community and UUC. Their family has filled leadership roles in numerous capacities: fellowship events,
hanging of the greens, the annual coat drive, scouts,
bell choir, youth group and more. Our prayers and
blessing go with them.

International Student
Outreach Opportunity
We received the following request
from Yuki Minami who is the new
International Student Counselor at
Alfred University.

Left: Tricia, hanging of the
greens cleanup, Dec., 2019.
Below: Dan & Ella, Polar Plungefundraiser, Nov. 18, 2018

Good Afternoon,
My name is Yuki Minami, a new international student counselor from Alfred
University. I am trying to make a good
connection with local and international
students and was wondering if you are
interested to collaborate on the event in the
future.
Many international students do not have a
place to go during the holiday season and
it would be a great idea to connect locals
with the students for the holiday like
Thanksgiving and Christmas. Please let
me know if this is something your
organization would be interested in and if
you have any questions or concerns.
I responded to Yuki saying that I
thought we would like to cooperate
in her effort but that I would have
to find out if our church members
would be interested. If there is
interest, it would be helpful to have
1 or 2 people from our church who
would be willing to serve as
contacts for further information.
I will put this on the agenda for the
Annual Meeting asking for an
expression of interest and one or
more volunteers who might
coordinate our effort. You can also
contact me at the office. Lana

Above: Tricia & Sophie, Hanging of
the Greens, Dec., 2016
Left: Dan & Noah, Hanging of the
Greens, Dec. 2, 2018.
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uucalfred@gmail.com or
607.587.9288

Remembering Vern Burdick
We mourn the loss of Vern Burdick who, along with
Sharon, has been woven into the fabric of UUC since
joining by letter of transfer from the United
Presbyterian Church, Hornell, NY on November 21,
1976. Since that time Vern has served in almost every
capacity open to members. Whether through church
board membership and leadership, work bees, social
and fellowship events, book and study groups, music,
or community service, Vern could always be counted
on to help.

Vern with the Elders preparing for Maundy Thursday, 2017

Left: Christmas
Party, Dec. 2018
Below:
Gardening, Oct.
2015

With Heather Meacham, helping
in the kitchen.

Barrett Potter, Peter O’Connor, Vern Burdick, worship trio 2001

“Senior Prom” youth group fundraiser, 2001

Church Picnic 2001

Square dance band, 1999
6

May Board Members of the Month
Deacon….......................................................................Jan Casey (jancasey1834@gmail.com; 607.382.2773)
Elder.....................................................................John Buckwalter (buckwajd@gmail.com; 6507.9658.0540)
BOCE………………………….........................................................................................………………None
Fellowship…………..................................................................................................................................TBD
Trustee…...............................................................................Walt Schulze(schulze@alfred.edu;607.661.0117)

Who do you call? Flowers or lay leading—call an Elder; greeting or coffee hour—call a Deacon;
Sunday school—call BOCE; building issues—call a Trus-

Sunday, May 15, 2021
following worship
Annual reports from officers &
boards are due May 9

tee.

The Vern Burdick family wants to thank you all
for your support and love you have showered
upon our family. The kind words, shared
memories, stories. The food, flowers, and the
music that made his service a real Celebration
of his Life. We are all so grateful.
Sharon and his family

Upcoming Sunday Leaders
If you are not able to serve as scheduled, please switch with someone listed on the charts below and notify
the Church Office. If you are unable to find someone to switch with you, please contact either the Elder of
the Month or the Deacon of the Month.
Date
Greeter
Lay Leader Youth Reader
Flowers
Coffee
Usher
May 1

Buckwalter

Lillie Perkins

Communion

Ninos

May 8

Slack

Cuhlyn
Perkins

Cartledge

Ninos

May 15

Porter

Watson

Ninos

May 22

Meissner

Porter

Ninos

May 29

Casey

Slack

Meacham

June 5

EOM

Communion

Porter

June12

Casey

Porter

June 19

Tucker

Porter

June 26

Buckwalter

Porter
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One Great Hour of Sharing

“Sweet May hath come to love us, Flowers, trees, their blossoms
don; And through the blue heavens above us The very clouds move
on.” ~Heinrich Heine - Book of Songs
Sun

1 10:30

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

2

3

4

5

6

7

9

10

11

12

13

14

16

17

18

19

20

21

23

24

25

26

27

28

Worship
Communion

810:30
Worship

1510:30
Worship
11:45 Annual
Meeting

2210:30
Worship
11:45 Music
committee

2910:30

7pm Elders
(in person)

30

31

Worship
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Just for Fun
Heavenly Cats

Unfortunately, there were only three parachutes
remaining. The doctor grabbed one and said “I'm a
doctor, I save lives, so I must live” and jumped out.
The lawyer then said, “I'm a lawyer and lawyers are
the smartest people in the world. I deserve to live.”
He also grabbed a parachute and jumped. The priest
looked at the little boy and said, “My son, I've lived a
long and full life. You are young and have your whole
life ahead of you. Take the last parachute and live in
peace.”

A cat dies and goes to Heaven. God meets him at the
gate and says, “You have been a good cat all of these
years. Anything you desire is yours, all you have to do
is ask.” The cat says, “Well, I lived all my life with a
poor family on a farm and had to sleep on hardwood
floors.” God says, “Say no more,” and instantly, a
fluffy pillow appears.
A few days later, 6 mice are killed in a tragic accident
and they go to Heaven. God meets them at the gate
with the same offer that God made to the cat. The
mice said, “All our lives we've had to run. Cats, dogs
and even women with brooms have chased us. If we
could only have a pair of roller skates we wouldn't
have to run anymore.” God says, “Say no more,” and
instantly, each mouse is fitted with a beautiful pair of
tiny roller skates.

The little boy handed the parachute back to the priest
and said, “Not to worry, Father. The 'smartest man in
the world' just took off with my back pack.”

About a week later, God decides to check and see
how the cat is doing. The cat is sound asleep on his
new pillow. God gently wakes him and asks, “How
are you doing? Are you happy here?” The cat yawns
and stretches and says, “Oh, I've never been happier
in my life. And those Meals on Wheels you've been
sending over are the best!”

Bulletin Bloopers
* The Fasting & Prayer Conference includes meals.
* Scouts are saving aluminum cans, bottles and
other items to be recycled. Proceeds will be used to
cripple children.
* The sermon this morning: 'Jesus Walks on the
Water.' The sermon tonight: 'Searching for Jesus.'
* Ladies, don't forget the rummage sale. It's a chance
to get rid of those things not worth keeping around
the house. Bring your husbands.
* Miss Charlene Mason sang 'I will not pass this way
again,' giving obvious pleasure to the congregation.
* Next Thursday there will be try-outs for the choir.
They need all the help they can get.

Smarty Pants
A doctor, a lawyer, a little boy and a priest were out
for a Sunday afternoon flight on a small private
plane. Suddenly, the plane developed engine trouble.
In spite of the best efforts of the pilot, the plane
started to go down. Finally, the pilot grabbed a
parachute, yelled to the passengers that they had
better jump, and then he bailed out.
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