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Something to think about …
As I considered what to write in this month’s newsletter, I debated whether people might be
tiring of having everything they read come back to Covid-19. Perhaps I should write about
something, I thought, that has nothing at all to do with pandemics or hand sanitizers or social
distancing, and yet as I mulled over what I else I might write about, it seemed odd to consider
talking about ordinary things. It would be like watching a house burning down in your
neighborhood and saying to the person next to you, “So, what do you think the Yankees’ chances are this year?”
Even when we are tired of thinking about it, even when we would love to talk about ordinary things like the
Yankees, we can’t get away from Covid-19 if for no other reason that the Yankees aren’t playing because of
Covid-19. What is there to talk about that Covid-19 has left untouched? Parents can’t say to their kids, “How
was school today?” because “school” took place at the kitchen table. What used to be an unremarkable trip to the
grocery store now becomes a tale of a heroic quest for supplies. The seemingly mundane chat on Facebook
about sourdough recipes is there only because yeast has suddenly become scarce. We share the names of stores
and sites selling tomato seeds because everyone is putting in Covid-19 Victory Gardens, and even our ordinary
talk about the weather has changed from, “This miserable weather is driving me crazy,” to “This miserable
weather on top of social isolation is driving me crazy.”
Our lives right now are defined by the virus and to try to talk about anything unrelated to Covid-19 feels tone
deaf. On the other hand, after weeks of coping with social distancing and reading the grim statistics of illness and
death and economic distress, we also wonder what is left to say about the pandemic. There are some Sunday
mornings when I have felt like saying in Zoom church, “Here is my reflection for today: Vide Priorem
(see previous),” because week after week, even if I am using different words, I have basically repeated the same
themes: God is with us, the community of the church can keep us strong, and in the midst of sorrow we can find
hope in the continuing persistence of compassion, kindness, and beauty, especially if we are the ones persisting in
those Christian values.
When I worry that I am repeating myself, however, I take comfort in the knowledge that the entire Bible can be
distilled into those basic themes. The Bible has 66 books and 783,137 words (King James Version) which is a
whole lot of words, but whether those words are telling the story of Abraham and Sarah longing for a child or of
the Israelites wandering in the wilderness or describing Job sitting in ashes or Daniel in the lion’s den, or relating
Jesus’ prayer in Gethsemane, or telling of Paul singing hymns in a prison cell, the themes of all of those words

remain the same: God is with us, the community of the faithful can keep us strong, and in the midst of sorrow we
can find hope in the continuing persistence of compassion, kindness, and beauty, especially if we are the ones
persisting in those values. Just because we’ve heard something a million times before doesn’t make it any less true.
For the first Christians, they heard those themes read to them as they huddled in the catacombs trying to find the
courage to remain faithful when Rome was threatening to feed them to the lions; for 21st century Americans, we
hear those themes read to us over Zoom, huddled in our homes trying to find the courage to remain faithful while
Covid-19 or financial distress lurks outside the doors. The technology and the setting changes but the gospel
message remains the same.
So, here is my newsletter reflection for you as we continue to cope with the changes Covid-19 has brought: Vide
Priorem.

God is with us, the community of the church can keep us strong, and in the midst of
sorrow we can find hope in the continuing persistence of compassion, kindness, and
beauty, especially if we are the ones persisting in those Christian values.
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Church News & Events
Allegany-CattaraugusChautauqua Fund for Women
The UUC Board of Elders has selected the AlleganyCattaraugus-Chautauqua Fund for Women (ACC
FFW) as Mission of the Month for May. The fund
was established “as a resource that will
provide financial assistance and open doors for
women who seek continued betterment.” Thanks to
the generosity of donors, through fundraising and
direct donations, 9 grants were awarded in 2019.

Staying Connected
Thanks to the creative efforts of our pastor and the
willingness of the congregation to step more fully
into the online world we have many ways in which to
worship and connect with one another. In addition
to email (uuc@frontiernet.net), the UUC website
(www.unionuniversitychurch.org), Facebook page,
and Youtube channel, you
can connect with us via
Zoom church: where
attendance has been
phenomenal and we have
enjoyed seeing old friends
and former youth join our
virtual congregation. On
April 26 there were 70 or
more participants.
You can join using cell phones, tablets, laptops,
desktop computers, or call in on a landline. Videos
of worship are available after the fact on the UUC
Youtube channel and sermons or roundtable
discussions with the DeMott sisters are available as
well.
Sunday Bible Story podcasts: http://
uuc.libsyn.com/webpage/category/bible+stories
The UUC Forum: offers the opportunity for
online discussion and sharing among church
members and it is a place where Rev. DeMott posts
mid-week comforting scriptures and readings. To
join send an email to
uucforum+subscribe@groups.io
Zoom Book Group: The Wednesday Book
Group continues to meet on Zoom.
UUC -in-your-pocket: You now have the
option to receive communications from UUC via
text in addition to email.
Email RevDeMott@gmail.com if you are interested
in this opportunity.

April Mission of the Month:
Support a Small Business
Our congregation has stepped up to support small
businesses in one way or another. The following is a
list of those businesses that have been reported to us.
Many have been supported by multiple people.
Alfred Hair Salon & Spa
Nail Parlor
Hair Care
Barb’s Creative Hair Designs
Alfred Pharmacy
Duke’s Pizza
Jara Farms
Las Brasas Grill Mexican Restaurant
L’Italia Restaurant
Little Sicily
Rogue Carrot
Stearns Chicken
Terra Cotta
Wellsville Salvation Army Lunch program
The Collegiate
Food Pantry
Tinkertown Hardware
Hairdressers (Wellsville)
Grandview Canine Care
Canacadea Country Store
Yarn Over
Rosebush
Baker’s Bridge Antiques
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Church News & Events, cont.
Eggstraordinary Response
What an outstanding response from UUC to the
Alfred Almond Easter Egg Hunt! There were at least
21 participants from our church family.

When we came together for communion on Palm
Sunday, not everyone had “gotten the memo” that
we would be celebrating the Lord’s Supper. But as
Laurie told us - it is about coming together and not
about the particular elements you use for the bread
and the cup. Below you will find the scope of
selections, some planned, some not.
Wegmans soft crusted multigrain bread and Rosso
Terre Siciliane
Homemade wheat bread and wine
Homemade bread and cranberry-pomegranate juice
Wegmans 7 grain bread and red wine
Cracked pepper & olive oil crackers and coffee
Italian bread and coffee
Italian bread and water
Homemade bread & homemade grape juice
Homemade bread & Shiraz
Homemade bread & cranberry juice
PopCorners and water
Multigrain cracker and red wine
Popcorn & diet Coke
Tortilla chip and diet Pepsi
Wegmans gluten free cookie and cranberry/cherry
juice
Unleavened bread and red wine
Homemade bread and cranberry/cherry juice
Homemade bread and red wine
Wegmans 6 grain bread and Rosso di Montepulciano
Mini shredded wheat and water
Bagel and Red Cat wine
Balkan spinach pie and red wine
Balkan spinach pie and orange juice
Homemade bread and cran-cherry juice
(Play dough) and coffee
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People
College Seniors

A “Not Just Virtual” Birthday

Mathew Mayes has
completed his degree in
political science with a
minor in Chinese from
the College of Wooster
in Ohio. He participated
in Model United Nations
during his four years at
college and was also a representative in Wooster's
Student Government. Mathew also had the
opportunity to study abroad in Shanghai, China
during the fall semester of 2018. He recently received
a grade of “Honors” for his senior thesis,
“International Trade, the United States and East
Asia: How foreign governments seek to influence
domestic politics in international negotiation,” and
will graduate summa cum laude in May.

Isabel Jusianiec turned 11 on April 14 and her church
family helped her celebrate the occasion with a
veritable shower of greetings.

Jesse Crosby will
graduate from Albright
College in Minnesota.

Chambers family and Sanchez family on the death of
Lilly Sanchez (the mother of Ray Chamber’s children,) Ding Jiaxi and family, George Mickel, Michelle
Garcia Escobar, Clayton Stutzman, Hugh Langelier,
Lois Stiles, Barbara (Beverly Snyder’s sister), Sharon
& Roger Smith, Wes Bentz, Hudson Crew Buckles’
family, Mindy Smith and her sister Debbie Dietz’s
family, Jerry Cartledge’s niece (Pat Clark), 3 year old
Lowin who will be starting chemotherapy (requested
by Cathy Rees), 2 month old Walton Thompson
(Jenella Bellows’ brother’s grandson), Michele
Hluchy, Larry Deis, and David Dubois on the loss of
their dogs, the Slack’s daughter (Becky Sue) who was
in a car accident, Dick Stuart on the passing of his
wife Pam.

Food Pantry
Volunteers
“Thank you to all the folks from our church who are
assisting at the food pantry when many of us
cannot. They are: Amie and Ann Acton, Laurel and
John Buckwalter, Luanne Crosby, Caroline Ding,
Denise and Ed. Grandusky, Melissa and Jerry
Jusianiec, and Anna McHale. We are sincerely
grateful for their service.”
Heather Meacham

We also pray for the global community, health
workers, essential employees across the world, and all
those who are alone.
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May Board Members of the Month
Deacon…...........................................................................Jan Casey (ljcasey@frontiernet.net; 607.382.2773)
Elder..............................................................................Michele Hluchy (fhluchy@alfred.edu; 607.368.6290)
(BOCE…………………………............................................... Lyle Slack (slacklbv@aol.com; 585.808.3206)
(Fellowship…………...........................................Jerry Jusianiec (jusianjm@alfredstate.edu; 607. 587.8274)
Trustee….......................................................................Dave Porter (porterkd1@hotmail.com;716.498.0005)
Who do you call? Flowers or lay leading—call an Elder; greeting or coffee hour—call a Deacon;
Sunday school—call BOCE; building issues—call a Trustee.

“Zoom in” following worship
Upcoming Sunday Leaders
If you are not able to serve as scheduled, please switch with someone listed on the charts below and notify
the Church Office. If you are unable to find someone to switch with you, please contact either the Elder of
Date

Greeter

Lay Leader

Flowers

Coffee Hour

Usher

May 3

V. Burdick

May 10

Meissner

May 17

Whittemore

May 24

Schulze

June 7

Acton

Heineman

June 14

TBD

Heineman

June 21

TBD

Heineman

June 28

Slack

Heineman
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Allegany-Cattaraugus-Chautauqua
Fund for Women (ACC FFW)
God writes the Gospel not in the Bible alone,
but also on trees, and in the flowers and
clouds and stars. ~Author unknown,
commonly attributed to Martin Luther
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Just for Fun
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