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Something to think about …
This past Sunday, I preached on the story of Gideon from Judges 6, discussing his desire for a
sign from God concerning the battle he was about to fight. After the service, I was talking with
Stu Smith about the story, and he wanted to know how the battle turned out.
“It’s a great story,” I told him. “After Gideon is done messing with signs, he gathers his army of
32,000 men ready to march on the Midianites but God stops him saying, ‘You have too many soldiers. Send
everyone who is afraid to fight home.’ 22,000 men accept the reprieve and leave, but God still thinks the Israelite
army is too big. God tells Gideon to have the army stop at a creek for a drink of water, and sends everyone home
who kneels to drink while keeping those who scoop the water and lap it out of their hands. This reduces the
army to a mere 300 men and finally God is happy with the tiny force.”
“Here is where the story gets fun,” I continued. “God instructs Gideon to arm each man with a trumpet and a
torch, and to conceal the light of the torch with an empty clay jar. In the dead of night, this strangely equipped
army sneaks to the top of the ridge overlooking the Midianite camp where the Bible says the enemy ‘lay along the
valley like locusts in abundance, and their camels were without number, as the sand that is on the seashore in
abundance.’ At Gideon’s signal, the tiny Israelite army blows their trumpets, smashes their jars to reveal their
flaming torches, and comes tearing down off the dark mountain toward the Midianites shouting, “For the Lord
and Gideon!” The enemy soldiers, half asleep and many in their night clothes, are so startled by the sudden noise
of trumpets and smashing porcelain, that they grab their swords and start swinging at anything that moves. Soon
dead men lay all around, killed by their own comrades, and the battle quickly turns into a rout as the enemy
soldiers flee the valley, uncertain who is friend and who is foe, and scared out of their wits.”
The story of Gideon, as I told Stu, is a fun story and one can easily imagine it on the big screen, audiences
cheering at the victory of the tiny Israelite force armed with empty pots and their wits, and certainly the Bible
expects us to applaud the Israelite triumph. The Midianites come off as fools killed by their own hands in their
terror, but I confess that as I rehearsed this story once again in my mind this past week, I was less inclined to
mock the
Midianites than to sympathize with their plight. The story of the Midianites bombarded by such noise that they
began to turn on one another and self-destruct cuts awfully close to home for us in 2019 America. Maybe today
we aren’t dealing with the sound of trumpets and breaking jars, but there is certainly a frightening din all around
us: with the advent of cable news, the Internet, Twitter, and a 24 hour news cycle, it’s becoming harder and

harder to sort out what is really happening from what is just a lot of noise in the night. In our anxiety, we have
begun to turn on one another, shouting ever more loudly into the chaos, and lashing out at others until the
greatest threat to our peace comes not from an external enemy but from people we thought were our
neighbors, our friends, even our own family. The din that felled the Midianites is threatening to topple us as
well.
As I said, I don’t think the biblical story-tellers intended for us to sympathize with the Midianites — they
wanted us to cheer God’s resourcefulness and the bravery of the Israelites — but maybe there are times when
we shouldn’t be identifying with the winners in our biblical stories but asking whether we are becoming too
much like the losers. Sure, we want to identify with the hero Moses who bravely confronts the powerful in his
quest for justice but how often do we act more like the arrogant Pharaoh who places his economic well-being
before the well-being of his work force? We want to identify with Joshua bringing down the walls of Jericho
with a mighty blast of the trumpets but how often are we more often like the people of that city hiding behind
our walls and bolting the gates against strangers? In the same vein, I think that it is more instructive for us to
consider the battle between Gideon and the Midianites from the perspective of the losers and ask, “Where did
the Midianites go wrong and how can we make sure that we not become them?” What would have happened
if the Midianites had swallowed their panic and taken a moment to listen, had been less hasty to grab their
swords before they had assessed the situation, had taken time to look into the eyes of their neighbor before
slashing his throat in fear, had shown a little patience and determination to figure out what was real and what
was just noise?
The Israelites didn’t win the battle against the Midianites; the Midianites lost it on their own from the moment
they rushed to judgment and acted without thought. We, too, are living in a confusing time. Let us learn from
the Midianites’ mistake and figure out how to step back from the noise and take time to look into our
neighbors’ eyes before we add to the dangerous din.
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Church News & Events
Recognizing Veterans
Our UUC outreach effort to recognize U.S.
veterans will be launched on Oct. 6 and will run
through the week of Veteran’s Day (Nov. 11). A
decorated box will be placed in the entrance hall of
the Church Center to collect personal items for
veterans at the VA Hospital in Bath. A list of
suggested items from the VA is provided below. The
effort, approved by the Board of Elders, will be
coordinated by the Diaconate.
If you prefer to donate money, please make your
check out to UUC and indicate VA on the memo
line; cash should be placed in an envelope with your
name and the VA designation.

This October, our Mission of the Month will focus
on the mental health needs of children. While we
often think about the physical needs of kids in
poverty, children living in lower income families also
suffer from a lack of resources to help them cope
with depression, anxiety, or the trauma of abuse.
Studies of bullying and violence among adolescents
have cited the importance of providing intervention
and therapeutic services to kids in crisis but poorer
families may not have access to psychological
services, may be unable to afford prescription
medications, or may be impeded by something as
simple as not having money to buy gas to get to an
appointment.

This is a simple and easy way to thank our veterans
for their service and sacrifice. Items are joyfully and
thankfully received – the thought of being
remembered brightens recipients' day. So let's make
this Veteran’s Day special by donating to this
worthy cause.
Acceptable items:
Shampoo
Deodorant
Body wash
TOPS or Walmart gift cards
Coffee creamer
Sugar packets
Belts
Chapstick
Fast food gift certificates ($5 or $10)
Car models or acrylic model paints
K-cups
New T-shirts (M,L,XL,2XL,3XL)
New socks, underwear, sweatshirts/pants, jeans
New sneakers

The Board of Elders will be partnering with the
guidance counseling office at Alfred-Alfred Central
School to identify kids in need and provide some
funding to help them with their mental health
services costs. Thanks to an anonymous donation,
we have been able to create an initial fund of $1000
that the guidance counselors can tap when necessary
to offer lower income families help during the 20192020 school year if it is determined that a child could
benefit from therapy or other mental health services.
During the month of October, we will be collecting
donations to supplement that fund with the hope
that we can continue to offer this funding on a yearly
basis rather than as a one time effort. The Board of
Elders hopes that you will consider this very
important mission and make a donation this
October.

Unacceptable items include cologne, aftershave or
mouthwash that contain alcohol; crocheted slipper
socks without non-slip tread; used items.
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Church News & Events cont.
AU Water Planet Class To Raise
Money for Puerto Rico!

rake leaves or pull weeds or move furniture, a certain
number of hours for a certain price (I’m hoping we
get lots of students to volunteer for this). Someone
then pays the money to the H2O for Puerto Rico
project and the student provides the service. The
possibilities are endless. Volunteer your time to help
someone who is not very computer-savvy with
computer work, to walk a dog, to teach someone how
to bake bread, take someone fishing, teach someone
to knit, etc. Or contribute a basket of baked goods, a
jar of home-made jam, etc. that someone may want to
purchase. The class sees this as a wonderful way to
build community, meet some new people, and
contribute to a good cause. If you would like to
donate or volunteer something, send an email to
PuertoRicoWaterAU@gmail.com by Oct 11. The
class will organize the offerings and advertise
them. This will only work if people volunteer
their time/talents/ or goods.

By Michele Hluchy
The LAS Alfred University’s The Water Planet class
has raised funds for water-related charities for the
past several years. $15, 000 was raised 3 years ago to
install a well in a community in Haiti and last year
$11,000 was raised for the Navajo Water Project and
used to install clean, running water in two homes on
the Navajo Reservation. The Union University
Church has been a strong supporter of these projects
in the past and for that, I thank you very much. This
year, the class is raising funds to help install a new
well in a community in Puerto Rico, which is still
suffering from the devastation caused by Hurricane
Maria two years ago. Many people there still do not
have secure, clean sources of drinking water,
especially in the smaller, more rural communities.
The non-profit we are working with this year is
RCAP Solutions, the organization that Cathy Rees
works with. In fact, she put me in touch with the
RCAP folks in Puerto Rico to help choose a project.
The Elders have designated the November
benevolence to go to this water project as well.

Thank you in advance for I know what will be a great
deal of support from the UUC!

What do we have planned so far? Of course, plenty of
bake sales, a 2K gaming tournament, a “Puerto Rico
Bowl” (with bowls of food provided in hand-made,
one-of-a-kind bowls), there has been talk of a
community rummage sale, and perhaps another
plunge into the cold waters of Foster Lake (although
Laurie and I have both said once is enough for us).
If anybody has any ideas of a fund raiser they would
like to see happen or, even better, help to organize,
we would love to hear about it.
Another activity that anyone in the community can
help with is what the class is calling a “goods and
services marketplace”. The class is asking that people
volunteer to donate their time and talents in a variety
of areas. These “donations” will be listed on a website
and others can “pay” to purchase them. The money
that is paid will go to the project. How does this
work? Perhaps you volunteer to provide a
home-cooked dinner at your house for $X (YOU set
the price). Someone sees this offering and purchases
it. The money goes to the project and you provide
that purchaser with dinner. Another possibility: a
student may volunteer his or her time and effort to

“Thousands have lived
without love, not one without
water.” — W. H. Auden

4

Church News & Events cont.
Winter Wonderland Is Coming

Servant Leader

By Deb Stephens
It's only October, but we all
know winter is not far off,
and that also means the
UUC Bazaar is just around
the corner. This year we
will embrace the season
with the theme of Winter
Wonderland. Bazaar day is Friday, December 6,
with setup and sandwich making the evening of
Thursday, December 5.

By Gregory of Nazianzus (fourth-century church father)

Jesus began his ministry by being hungry,
yet he is the Bread of Life.
Jesus ended his earthly ministry by being
thirsty,
yet he is the Living Water.
Jesus was weary,
yet he is our rest.

Jesus paid tribute,
yet he is the King.

For those who may not know, the annual Bazaar is a
fundraiser for our church and consists of a soup/
sandwich/pie luncheon, baked goods sale, and gift
basket raffle. It is also, perhaps even more, an
outreach to the community and surrounding areas
and has become a much-anticipated December
event. Members and friends of UUC donate
homemade food items and beautiful, creative gift
baskets as well as time and effort to make the Bazaar
a fun and successful event for all.

Jesus was accused of having a demon,
yet he cast out demons.
Jesus wept,
yet he wipes away our tears.
Jesus was sold for 30 pieces of silver,
yet he redeemed the world.

Below is the list of Steering Committee Members
and their contact information. They will be
contacting people and making announcements in
the next several weeks, but feel free to volunteer
before they do so, if you know how you would like
to participate. If you are interested in being part of
the Steering Committee, we would WELCOME you
this year or in the planning of next year!

Jesus was brought as a lamb to the slaughter,
yet he is the Good Shepherd.
Jesus died,
yet by his death he destroyed the power of
death.

Luncheon Arrangements:
Joan Bowden 587.9145; joan_bowden@yahoo.com
Jan Porter 585.693.6988; porterjs313@gmail.com
Baked Goods Sale:
Cindy Tucker 607.545.8817; ckaytucker@gmail.com
Gift Baskets:
Denise Grandusky 276.6413;
dgrandusky@hotmail.com
Lana Meissner 587.9469;
FMEISSNERL@ALFRED.EDU

Ticket Sales:
Sharon Burdick 607.587.9344;
vernsharon@frontiernet.net
Publicity/Point Person:
Deb Stephens 617.304.9332;
FARMINGRL27@YAHOO
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Church News & Events cont.
In Our Prayers

More Painting...

Family of Lynn Tucker on the death of his
step- father (Basil Stiles); Hudson Crew, 4 month old
great-nephew of Sharon Burdick (waiting for a heart
transplant); Angie Butts, daughter of Dale & Linda
Butts (colon cancer); family of Barb Willis whose
mother passed away; Mindy Smith’s sister, Debbie
Deetz; David Dubois recovering at home from a fall;
Dale Watson’s mother, Joan Watson (congestive
heart failure); Terry Finlay who is in rehab at
Highland Nursing Home.

The paint crew that can’t stop! Having finished the
sanctuary, our crew has moved on to the church
foyer. Be careful walking by on Church Street — they
may keep going right on out the church door and
paint anything that passes by. The Energizer Bunnies
of Painters!
Up (Dave
Porter) down
(Rob Riber) and
all around
( John & Laurel
Buckwalter,
Lana Meissner),
the foyer was
refreshed.

Genie Meltzer
and Myrna
Berrios were also
part of the crew
but were not
present for
picture-taking.
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October Board Members of the Month
Deacon…....................................................Karrie Edwards (karrielovesdogs@gmail.com; (607) 587-9018)
Elder.......................................................Laurel Buckwalter (laurel.buckwalter@gmail.com; 607.968.0669)
BOCE………………………….................................... Larry Casey (ljcasey@frontiernet.net; 607.382.2772)
Fellowship…………..........................................Joan Bowden (joan_bowden@yahoo.com; (607) 587-145)
Trustee…………………...............................................Walt Schulze (schulze@alfred.edu; (607) 587-9529)

Who do you call? Flowers or lay leading—call an Elder; greeting or coffee hour—call a Deacon;
Sunday school—call BOCE; building issues—call a Trustee.

Sunday School Schedule - October
Oct 6

Shaune Henry

Oct 13

Myrna Berrios

Oct 20

Smith family

Oct 27

Kim Hoover

Upcoming Sunday Leaders
If you are not able to serve as scheduled, please switch with someone listed on the charts below and notify the Church Office. If you are unable to find someone to switch with you, please contact either the Elder of the Month or the Deacon of the Month.

Date

Greeter

Lay Leader

Flowers

Coffee Hour

Usher

Oct 6

Taylor-Austin

Dewey

Communion

Bellows

Meacham

Oct 13

Slack

S. Burdick

Stutzman

Stutzman

Meacham

Oct 20

Bowden

Crosby

Cartledge

Taylor-Austin

Meacham

Oct 27

Grandusky

Schulze

Grandusky

Bowden

Meacham

Nov 3

Meacham

H. Meacham

Communion

Porter

Ninos

Nov 10

Jusianiec

J. Meacham

Meacham

Jusianiec

Ninos

Nov 17

Meissner

Cartledge

Casey

Hluchy

Ninos

Nov 24
Harvest

Porter

Taylor-Austin

Meissner

Daisy Wu

Ninos
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Student Mental Health

October is the opal month of the year. It is the month of glory, of ripeness. It is the
picture-month.
Sun

Henry Ward Beecher
Mon

Tue

1

6 10:30

7

Thu

Fri

Sat

3

4

5

10

11

12

17

18

19

24

25

26

12pm Book
Group

1310:30

14

Worship

Columbus
Day

2010:30

21

15

16
12pm Book
Group

22

Worship

Worship

2

86pm Elders 9

Worship Pew
Comm.
Diaconate

2710:30

Wed

23
12pm Book
Group

28

29

30

31

12pm Book
Group
7pm Trustees
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Just for Fun
would be commemorated by the singing of the
Magnificat, lighting three candles, and ringing a bell
five times. This would cause a schism with the
Orthodox Church which would believe that tradition
would require Holy Cats Day [as it would be
colloquially known] to be marked by lighting six
candles and ringing the bell four times. This would be
partly resolved by the Cuckoo Land Declaration
recognising the traditional validity of each.
Eventually, the House of Bishops would issue a
statement on the Doctrine of the Feline Sedentation.
It would explain that traditionally the text describes a
domestic feline quadruped superjacent to an
unattached covering on a fundamental surface. For
determining its salvific and eschatological
significations, it would follow the heuristic analytical
principles adopted in dealing with the Canine
Fenestration Question [How much is that doggie in
the window?] and the Affirmative Musaceous
Paradox [Yes, we have no bananas]. And so on, for
another 210 pages.

The Doctrine of the Feline
Sedentation...

The General Synod would then commend this report
as helpful resource material for clergy to explain to
the man in the pew the difficult doctrine of the cat
sat on the mat

How would the Church of England deal with “the
cat sat on the mat” if it appeared in the Bible?
The liberal theologians would point out that such a
passage did not of course mean that the cat literally
sat on the mat. Also, cat and mat had different
meanings in those days from today, and anyway, the
text should be interpreted according to the customs
and practices of the period.
This would lead to an immediate backlash from the
Evangelicals. They would make it an essential
condition of faith that a real physical, living cat, being
a domestic pet of the Felix Domesticus species, and
having a whiskered head and furry body, four legs
and a tail, did physically place its whole body on a
floor covering, designed for that purpose, which is on
the floor but not of the floor. The expression “on the
floor but not of the floor” would be explained in a
leaflet.
Meanwhile, the Catholics would have developed the
Festival of the Sedentation of the Blessed Cat. This
would teach that the cat was white and majestically
reclined on a mat of gold thread before its
assumption to the Great Cat Basket of Heaven. This
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