Church News

November/December, 2019
The Rev. Laurie J. DeMott, Minister
Pastor’s Office: 607.587.8405
Home phone: 607.587.8738
Email: RevDeMott@gmail.com
Lana Meissner, Administrative Secretary, Newsletter Editor
Office Hours: Wednesdays 1:00—4:00; Thursdays 1:00—4:00
Office phone: 607.587.9288
Office email: uuc@frontiernet.net
Website: www.unionuniversitychurch.org

Join us on Facebook

Something to think about …
“Our book group just finished reading Just Mercy by Bryan Stevenson. Stevenson is a lawyer

who works with the Equal Justice Initiative, an organization that provides legal representation to
prisoners who may have been wrongly convicted of crimes, and in the book, Stevenson tells the
story of Walter McMillian, a man who was given the death sentence for a crime that Byran
Stevenson is able to prove he did not commit. Stevenson logs innumerable hours over a period
of two years filing briefs, arguing evidence, and slogging through a bureaucratic legal swamp that is sometimes
simply overloaded and at other times willfully uncaring of McMillian’s innocence, before he is finally able to get
McMillian’s conviction overturned. Stevenson’s persistence was impressive, but for McMillian and McMillian’s
family, Stevenson’s presence in their suffering was just as important. The members of the book group shared our
admiration of the way in which Stevenson treated McMillian and the others he represented as full human beings
and not simply clients. He came to know their families; he listened to their problems; he empathized with their
sorrows. He went out of his way — sometimes figuratively and sometimes literally — to be present with them in
a way that few of us would do. Early in his work with Walter McMillian, for example, Stevenson decided it would
be helpful to talk to Walter’s family, but his family lived in an impoverished area outside of Monroeville, Alabama
which could only be reached by a long drive through dirt roads and over one frighteningly rickety bridge. When
he finally reached the house, he was greeted warmly by McMillian’s wife who said, “Thank you so much for
driving all the way out here. Most lawyers barely make time to call.”
Bryan Stevenson is a brilliant lawyer but it is the quality of his compassionate heart as much as the acuity of his
legal brain that gives him the ability to bring not only justice but also healing to those whose lives have been
broken by unjust systems. The book, Just Mercy, has been made into a movie which will premiere on December
25th, and when I saw the date of its release, I thought, “What could be a more appropriate time for the premiere
of a movie about the power of presence and the hope it gives to those in the most dire of circumstances, than the
day Christ entered our world?” The power of Jesus to heal the hearts of the people came from his willingness to
be fully present to the forgotten, the neglected, the unjustly accused, and the physically and spiritually impoverished. We proclaim this every year in the stories of Christmas, telling the world that even as a baby, Christ came
among us not with processions and ticker tape and fireworks, but in the midnight of the land, born in a barn
because there was no room for him in the inn where respectable folk stay.

As the gospel of John so poetically put it, Christ came and “pitched his tent among us.”

“The King of Kings lay thus
In lowly manger,
In all our trials
Born to be our Friend!
He knows our need,
To our weakness no stranger;
Behold your King!
Before the lowly bend! (from “O Holy Night”)
The proclamation of Christmas reminds us that the power of Christ to heal hearts and lives came not through
his political influence or his clinical expertise, but from his presence. He was attentive and compassionate to
those who suffered. This message gives us hope, not only for the mending of our own hearts but also that we
too can bring healing to others. We may not have the legal training to battle injustice in the courtrooms; we
may not have the therapeutic training to provide mental health counseling to those in need; we may not have
the skills to implement more just economic plans; we may not even be able to “fix” our dearest friend’s
problems, but every single one of us has the power to be present. Every single one of us has the ability to be
attentive. Every single one of us can listen. Every single one of us can care. We, too, have the power to save
the hearts of others from despair, and we should never discount the possibility of healing that comes from
someone’s willingness simply to be present.
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December Mission of the Month
Christmas Boxes
Our Mission of the Month for December is the
Christmas Box project. .Filling Christmas boxes for
families in need in our community is an annual
tradition at the Union University Church, and results
in a richer celebration of our Lord’s birth both for
the receivers and the givers. This year we will again
have members of the congregation “adopt” families
and take responsibility for filling the box with a
variety of food and gift items. Family information
will be available after church on November
24TH. Here are the deadlines and considerations for
this project.

November Mission of the Month
H2O for Puerto Rico
By Michele Hluchy
November’s Mission of the Month is the “H2O for
Puerto Rico” project spearheaded by my Water Planet class. We are working with RCAP (Rural Community Assistance Partnership) Solutions, an organization whose mission includes “working to ensure that
rural and small communities throughout the United
States have access to safe drinking water and sanitary
wastewater disposal.” Catherine Rees works for this
organization and put me in touch with her coworkers in Puerto Rico to identify a community in
need. The community that has been chosen for our
project is Buenos Aires in the eastern part of the
island.

Sunday November 24th is the day to choose a family
to “adopt” for your box. During coffee hour the
Diaconate will have a list of families in need gathered
from local service agencies and you can select your
family.
Decide whether your family will fill an entire box independently or whether you will join with another
family or member of the congregation to share the
task of filling and assembling the box. You might
also consider enlisting the help of office colleagues or
other organization to “adopt” a box as a group
project.

So far, we have had a Caribbean Dinner, which
raised $750; a rummage sale, which raised $590,
many bake sales an ongoing raffle and a Soup Bowl
for Puerto Rico organized by Kerry Kautzman and
Sarah Cote’s classes, where folks could purchase a
hand-made bowl made by AU art students and fill it
with home-made soup or stew. Other activities
include a dodgeball tournament (Dec. 7) organized
by Karen Porter’s class and a polar plunge into
Foster Lake, with two of Jeff Sluyter-Beltrao’s classes
organizing a dip into the lake on November 24
starting at 1 PM. If you would like to plunge or if
you would like sponsor a plunger, visit http://
polarplungeforpuertorico2019.myevent.com.

Take your box home and fill it with food items that
will allow your family to prepare side dishes for a
Christmas dinner. Make sure to include items in
quantities that are appropriate for the size of the
family. Lists of suggested items are available in the
foyer of the Church Center.
Purchase gifts for each member of the family. Try to
keep gifts of approximately equal value for all family
members. Instructions for wrapping an tagging gifts
are available in the foyer of the Church Center.

Grace United Church in Wellsville will also be holding a “Beer and Carols” event at the Wellsville
Brewing Company on Dec 16 and they have
graciously voted to donate the proceeds from this
event to the H2O for Puerto Rico project.

Filled boxes and gifts should be returned to the
Church Center no later than December 8th.

Thank you again for your generous support for this
and our other projects!

Other ways to help: If you feel you cannot take on
the responsibility of filling a box you can make a
financial donate toward the purchase of turkeys and
additional items for the boxes, or donate food items
and place them in Loretta’s Room, or bake cookies
for the Christmas boxes (details on page 4)
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Cookies for Christmas Boxes
Cookies are needed for Christmas Boxes. You make
bake or purchase 2-dozen or more Christmas Cookies
and bring them to the Church no later than December
15. Leave in kitchen & label “For Christmas Boxes.”
A cookie sign-up sheet is on the Church Center
bulletin board.

Catherine & Ray Chambers
Extend a warm welcome
and
Thanksgiving Dinner invitation
to any members of the UUC family who find
themselves alone
or without family
on Thanksgiving Day.

Cookies for Food Pantry
Christmas cookies are needed for the Food Pantry
Christmas bags and boxes. Please leave your
donations (labeled “Food Pantry”) in the Church
Center kitchen by Friday December 13.

If anyone at UUC is interested
in joining them for dinner,
please let them know by phone or email
607.221.7869 or
chambec@alfredstate.edu

O, heavenly Father: We thank thee for food and
remember the hungry.
We thank thee for health and remember the sick.
We thank thee for friends and
remember the friendless.
We thank thee for freedom and
remember the enslaved.
May these remembrances stir us to service, that thy
gifts to us may be used for others. Amen.
— Abigail van Buren

Food Pantry Volunteers Meeting
There will be a meeting of all UUC Food Pantry
volunteers in the Bergren Room following worship on
Sunday, December 8. The purpose is to set up the
schedule for the months ahead.
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can provide soup and/or pie for the day of the
Bazaar.

Sunday, December 1, 2019 - a
Big Day at UUC


First Sunday in Advent



Service of Baptism & Confirmation



Communion Sunday



Special Coffee Hour honoring
Confirmation/Baptism candidates



Hanging of the Greens with pizza for
lunch

If you can contribute baked goods or candy for our
"Goodies Corner", please let Cindy Tucker know.
(607.368.6431 or ckaytucker@gmail.com)
Denise Grandusky
(607.276.6413or dgrandusky@hotmail.com)
and Lana Meissner (607.587.9469
or FMEISSNERL@ALFRED.EDU) are managing
gift baskets and donations for the Raffle. Please
contact either of them if you can donate a basket or
if you need ideas or have questions.
Jan Porter (716.498.0005 or porterjs313@gmail.com),
Sharon Burdick (607.587.9344
or vernsharon@frontier.net), and Deb Stephens
(617.304.9332
or FARMINGRL27@YAHOO.COM) also serve on
the Bazaar Steering Committee. Please let ANY of us
know if you can assist with set-up/sandwich making
on Thursday evening, December 5, or with serving
and/or clean-up the day of the Bazaar, December 6.
(Help with poster distribution in mid-November is
also welcomed.)

Join our Church Family as we welcome
the Christmas Season in a big way.

UUC “Winter Wonderland”
Bazaar
by Deb Stephens

With the continued participation of the UUC
community, we look forward to another successful
(and FUN) Bazaar. Thank you, everyone!

The UUC Annual Bazaar will
be held Friday, December 6,
just a little over three(3 !)
weeks away. The Bazaar serves
a dual role as our only fundraiser for church programming
and as a community outreach.
Every year church members
contribute to this event
through service, homemade
food donations, items for the
Gift Basket Raffle, and in many other ways.

UUC Christmas Party Dec 15
The all-church
Christmas Party will be
Sunday, December 15
at 5:00pm in the King
David Room of the
Church Center. You
are asked to bring a
dish to pass and your
own table service.
Beverages will be
provided. Volunteers are needed to bring several
dozen cupcakes for the traditional wish cake
ceremony following the Christmas Program.
Contact Tricia Debertolis if you can help.
debertpa@alfred.edu

The theme this year is “Winter Wonderland”. Posters
will be available on Sunday, November 17 for
distribution in Alfred and in the surrounding
communities. Members may pre-purchase gift
certificates for the Soup/Sandwich/Pie Luncheon to
give as gifts.
Joan Bowden is currently collecting offers of homemade soups and pies. Please contact her
(607.587.9145 or joan_bowden@yahoo.com) if you
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The Sky’s the Limit
On Sunday, November 3, the youth travelled to
Rochester’s Sky Zone for an afternoon of fun. The
pictures tell the story.

The deadline for donations of coats, mittens,
hats, boots, etc. is November 23. Items can be
dropped offat UUC, the Op Shop, Hair Care,
Community Bank, or at Lions Club meetings.
Contact Noah Napolitano
(napolitanonoah@gmail.com) if you need
assistance.

Preston Ordway Fundraiser
Preston has been selected to
go to Dublin, Ireland in April
to play soccer with a few of
his team mates. He will be
doing various fundraisers over
the next few months. He is
currently doing a can/bottle
drive. He is happy to pick up
returnable bottles and cans
from church members if they
would be willing to save them for him.

Jackson, above, waits on
the dodgeball court. The
purple blur on the right is
Isabelle doing a flip

Sunday School Teachers
Needed
by Sophie Luo
Time flies! It’s already time to start to signing up
Sunday school teachers for the coming new year !
So far we have Mary Perkins signed up for Jan 5 and
Kim Hoover for Jan 19, all the other Sundays are
open, if you are interested in signing up, Please let
me know a rough time slot (djxlsc@gmail.com).
Thank you very much!

Ella & Raegan jump their
hearts out.

BOCE team would like to thank all the Sunday
school teachers who worked in the past three
months: Jen and Tim Smith family, Mary Perkins,
Shaune Henry, Sharon Burdick, Myrna Berrios,
Melissa Jusianiec, and Kim Hoover.
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November Board Members of the Month
Deacon…........................................................Melissa Jusianiec (mjjusianiec@gmail.com; (607) 587-8274)
Elder.........................................................................Michele Hluchy (fhluchy@alfred.edu; (607) 587-8585)
BOCE…………………………..........................................Sophie Luo (djxlsc@gmail.com; (607) 281-5132)
Fellowship…………................................................Tricia Debertolis(Debertpa@alfred.edu; 607.382.7996)
Trustee…………………..............................................Judd Stearns (judd@frontiernet.net; (607) 587-8414)
Who do you call? Flowers or lay leading—call an Elder; greeting or coffee hour—call a Deacon;
Sunday school—call BOCE; building issues—call a Trustee.

December Board Members of the Month
Deacon…........................................................Melissa Jusianiec (mjjusianiec@gmail.com; (607) 587-8274)
Elder..........................................................Lana Meissner (MEISSNERL@ALFRED.EDU; 607.587.9469)
BOCE…………………………...............................................Lyle Slack (slacklbv@aol.com; 585.808.3206)
Fellowship…………................................................Tricia Debertolis(Debertpa@alfred.edu; 607.382.7996)
Trustee…………………...............................................Walt Schulze (schulze@alfred.edu; (607) 587-9529)

Who do you call? Flowers or lay leading—call an Elder; greeting or coffee hour—call a Deacon;
Sunday school—call BOCE; building issues—call a Trustee.

Upcoming Sunday Leaders
If you are not able to serve as scheduled, please switch with someone listed on the charts below and
notify the Church Office. If you are unable to find someone to switch with you, please contact either the
Elder of the Month or the Deacon of the Month.
Date

Greeter

Lay Leader

Flowers

Coffee Hour

Usher

Nov 17

Stephens

Cartledge

Porter

Hluchy

Ninos

Nov 24 (Harvest)

Porter

Taylor-Austin

Meissner

Daisy Wu

Ninos

Dec 1 Advent 1

Casey

Casey

Communion,
Advent wreath

Fellowship Board J. Porter

Dec 8 Advent 2

Burdick

Meissner

Advent wreath

Casey

J. Porter

Dec 15 Advent 3

Napolitano

R. Reginio

Advent wreath

Burdick

J. Porter

Dec 22 Advent 4
Christmas Sunday

Chambers

Casey

Meissner

Stearns

J. Porter

Dec 29

TBD

Meissner

Meissner

Christmas cookies, Diaconate
serves

J. Porter
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Christmas
Boxes

“It is December, and nobody asked if I was ready.” ― Sarah Kay
Sun

Mon

110:30 Wor- 2

Tue

3

Wed

4

Thu

5

ship, pew
comm., Hanging of Greens,
Conf/Bap
Advent 1

Bazaar setup, Sandwich making

8 10:30 Wor- 9

10

11

12

ship”Advent 2
Food Pantry
mtg

1510:30

Fri

6

Sat

7

UUC Bazaar

13Food

14

Pantry cookie
deadline

16

17

18

19

20

21

23

24

25

26

27

28

30

31

Worship, 5pm
Christmas
party, Advent
3, Christmas
Box cookies

22 10:30
Worship,
Christmas
Sunday

29 10:30
Worship
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Just for Fun
How many worship leaders who use guitars does
it take to change a light bulb? One. But soon all
those around can warm up to its glowing.
How many members of an established Bible
teaching church that is over 20 years old does it
take to change a light bulb? One to actually change
the bulb, and nine to say how much they liked the old
one.
How many youth pastors does it take to change a
light bulb? Youth pastors aren't around long enough
for a light bulb to burn out.
How many United Methodists does it take to
change a light bulb? This statement was issued:
“We choose not to make a statement either in
favor of or against the need for a light bulb.
However, if in your own journey you have found that
a light bulb works for you, that is fine. You are invited
to write a poem or compose a modern dance about
your personal relationship with your light bulb (or
light source, or non-dark resource), and present it
next month at our annual light bulb Sunday service, in
which we will explore a number of light bulb
traditions, including incandescent, fluorescent, threeway, long-life, and tinted-all of which are equally valid
paths to luminescence."

Religious Light Bulb Jokes...
How many Charismatics does it take to change a
light bulb? One to change the bulb and nine to pray
against the spirit of darkness.
How many Calvinists does it take to change a
light bulb? None. God has predestined when the
light will be on. Calvinists do not change light bulbs.
They simply read the instructions and pray the light
bulb will be one that has been chosen to be changed.
How many Baptists does it take to change a light
bulb? Change???
How many neo-orthodox does it take to change a
bulb? No one knows. They can't tell the difference
between light and darkness.
How many TV evangelists does it take to change
a light bulb? One. But for the message of light to
continue, send in your donation today.
How many independent fundamentalists does it
take to change a light bulb? Only one, because any
more might result in too much cooperation.
How many liberals does it take to change a light
bulb? At least ten, as they need to hold a debate on
whether or not the light bulb exists. Even if they can
agree upon the existence of the light bulb, they still
might not change it, to keep from alienating those
who might use other forms of light.
How many Catholics does it take to change a
light bulb? None. They always use candles.
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