
  

Church News                                 March, 2022 

The Rev. Dr. Louise Barger, Pastor 

Pastor’s Office: 607.587.9288 

Home phone: 303.638.4337 

Email: louisebarger21@gmail.com 

Lana Meissner, Administrative Secretary, Newsletter Editor 

Office Hours: Wednesdays 1:00—4:00; Thursdays 1:00—4:00 

Office phone: 607.587.9288 

Office email: uucalfred@gmail.com  

Website: www.unionuniversitychurch.org  

                         Join us on Facebook                              

 Ash Wednesday is the first day of Lent.  Lent is the holy season that  
remembers the 40 years that Moses spent in the wilderness with the Hebrews 
and the 40 days that Jesus spent in the wilderness being tempted by Satan.  For 
each of these people it was a struggle, but one that had many differences.  For 
us, this will be 40 days, excluding Sundays, as we journey toward Resurrection 
Day, Easter.  These are to be days of reflection, repentance, commitment and 
deeds of blessing as we prepare for the highest of High Holy Days in the  
Christian faith. 

 
For Moses, the 40 years of wandering in the wilderness was a time of the spiritual formation of 600,000 men, 
women, and children (Exodus 12:37).  The people that Moses was leading had a history of living in Egypt for 
more than 400 years.  It had been a long time since they knew how to worship Yahweh.  Refusal to follow the 
leading of Yahweh’s directions for them resulted in the dying off of an entire generation before their entrance  
into the Promised Land.  By the time they did enter into the Promised Land there was a new generation that had 
a desire to worship Yahweh. 
 
For Jesus, the 40 days of prayer and fasting in the wilderness was a time of preparation for beginning his public 
ministry.  It was a time of high commitment, and it was at that time that Satan appeared in an attempt to destroy 
the plan of God to establish a New Covenant of grace with all people.  Jesus relied upon the eternal words of 
God to contravene the power of Satan.  Because of the commitment of Jesus, we now have redemption through 
grace instead of Law. 
 
For each of us these 40 days will be what we decide that they will be.  Spiritual formation, the development of our 
spiritual lives, comes through prayer, meditation on the Word and action. Some may fast from a particular food 
or activity that is a favorite thing for them.  Let me suggest a “fast of time” in which you give up time that you 
would spend on another activity to spend time reading the Word, praying in repentance and commitment, and in 
doing an action that blesses someone else.     

 
Lord, today we begin a new journey with You.  Order each of  our steps as we walk this 
journey with You.  Bless our lives and make of  us a blessing to others.  Amen. 
                                         Pastor Louise 
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For the March Mission of the Month, the Elders 
have chosen to support Journey’s End Refugee  
Services, Inc. in Buffalo. (This is in addition to the 
Lenten Project, which focuses on the collection of 
items needed for refugees to establish a new home.) 
As the Mission of the Month, the focus would be on 
financial support for the organization’s efforts.  
Journey’s End has been assisting refugees for over 35 
years, and has an excellent financial rating on 
www.charitynavigator.org. More information about 
Journey’s End Refugee Services, Inc. can be found at 
www.jersbuffalo.org. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
For our Lenten Project this year, UUC will partner 
with Journey’s End Refugee Services, Inc. to provide 
support for newly arriving Afghan refugees, in  
addition to other refugees in the Western New York 
community. UUC will be collecting specific items 
needed to help these people, many of whom are  
family groups, to establish a home in their new  
country. In addition to a weekly “theme” of items, 
the Elders have designated Journey’s End as the 
March Mission of the Month. 
 

March 6, first Sunday of Lent theme  
“Urgently Needed” 

• snow shovels (new or used in good condition 
and clean) 

• shopping carts (new or used ,good condition, 
properly working wheels) 

• new kitchen-size trash containers 

• new plastic cutting boards 
new, sharp kitchen knives (chef sets are best) 

 
March 13/March 20, second and third Sunday of 

Lent theme “The Gift of a Warm Bed” 

• new TWIN bedding sets, with sheets, pillowcase, 
and comforter included (“bed-in-a-bag”) 

• new TWIN sheet sets 
new TWIN blankets (not throws) 
Each refugee, upon arrival, is given new twin bed-
ding to use on a provided cot (or perhaps the floor) 
while they are in temporary facilities. Hence the need 
for these bedding items is great and ongoing. 
 

March 27, fourth Sunday of Lent theme  
“The Gift of a Warm Hearth” (kitchen items) 

• rice cookers, stove-top style 

• soup pots (NOT the non-stick kind) 

• teakettles, stove-top style 

• dishcloths 
cooking pots and pans (NOT the non-stick kind, 
may be gently used) 
 

April 3, fifth Sunday of Lent theme  
“The Gift of Clean”  

(new items only) 

• mops 

• mop pails 

• toilet brushes 
• small bathroom wastebaskets 
 

April 13, last WEDNESDAY of Lent theme  
“The Gift of Service” 

A group of volunteers from our congregation will 
travel to Buffalo on Wednesday, April 13, to help 
with the weekly distribution of the Mobile Food Pan-
try. We will leave Alfred in the morning in order to 
arrive before 12:30 to help with set-up. Volunteers 
will assist with check-in, help shoppers fill their bags, 
and carry bags to cars, if needed. As this is a commu-
nity food pantry, all community members, including 
refugees, are served. When the distribution is over, 
there is clean-up and breakdown of the mobile site. 
Volunteers would be finished by 3:30 or sooner.  
 
If you think you might like to participate on April 13, 
or if you would like more information, please let Jan 
Porter, Deb Stephens, or the Church Office know. 
(All volunteers must be fully vaccinated for COVID-
19 and may be required to wear a mask.)  
    Submitted by  
    Debbie Stephens, Elders Board Chairperson  
 
 

Church News & Events 

http://www.charitynavigator.org
http://www.jersbuffalo.org
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March 6:   FIRST SUNDAY OF LENT/

  COMMUNION SUNDAY 
Theme: Just as we pray, Jesus prays for us.   
Sermon:  When You Pray 
Texts:  1 Chronicles 17:20; Psalm 25:4-6;   
 John 17:20-25 

 
March 13    SECOND SUNDAY OF LENT 

Theme:  A fresh look at the Lord’s Prayer 
Sermon:  Please Forgive Me 
Texts:  Nehemiah 9:16-21; Psalm 130:1-4;  
 Matthew 6:9-15 
   

March 20   THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT 

Theme:  Blessing is not the same as human  
 recognition of our Giving    
Sermon:  Blessed By Giving 
Texts:  Jeremiah 17:10; Psalm 89:1-2; Matthew 6:1-4 
 

March 27   FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT 

Theme:  A “chance” meeting with Jesus changes the 
 life of a woman and the town where she lives.  
Sermon:  Dying of Thirst         
Texts:  Exodus 17:1-7; Psalm 95:1-9; John 4:1-14   
     

April 3  FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT/  

 COMMUNION SUNDAY 
Theme:  Passover becomes an occasion for profit 
Sermon:  The Price of a Sacrifice 
Texts:  Exodus 12:21-28; Psalm 27:1-6; John 2:13-22     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A Prayer for Hope & Solidarity  
                        by Rev. Annabel Shilson-Thomas  
Lord, you set your face towards Jerusalem 
and walked alongside those who suffer. 
Be our vision that we too may walk the way of the 
cross and extend a hand to those we meet. 
Lord, give us the gladness of your help 
And support us with a willing spirit. 
Lord, you stopped to heal the sick, cure the lame 
and give sight to the blind. 
Be our vision that we too may give time to others 
and respond to their needs. 
Lord, give us the gladness of your help 
And support us with a willing spirit. 
Lord, you said, “The first shall be last and the last 
first.” 
Be our vision that we too may work towards your 
kingdom when the exalted will be brought low and 
the lowly exalted. 
Lord, give us the gladness of your help 
And support us with a willing spirit. 
Lord, you ate with tax collectors and sinners and 
heard their stories. 
Be our vision that we too may listen to the despised 
and rejected and value their lives. 
Lord, give us the gladness of your help 
And support us with a willing spirit. 
Lord, you took time to pray and time to be silent. 
Be our vision that through our prayers, fasting and 
almsgiving we too may draw closer to you and find 
your way. 
Lord, give us the gladness of your help 
And support us with a willing spirit. 
Lord, you entered Jerusalem with peace in your heart. 
Be our vision that we too may desire peace where 
others desire war, and may work for justice where 
injustice reigns. 
Lord, give us the gladness of your help 
And support us with a willing spirit 
For you are our hope and our salvation. 
                                                              Amen. 
(Rev. Shilson-Thomas is Chaplain at Westcott House, 
an Anglican theological college in the heart of Cam-
bridge, England.) 
 
     
     

Church News & Events, cont. 
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Church News & Events, cont.  

 

Something to Think About 
New Initiative from Pastor Louise: Pastor Louise 
is introducing a weekly series of reflections she is  
calling “Something to Think About.” Each week 
she will write something for us to consider and links 
to these items will be posted on This Week @ UUC 
and will also be available on the UUC web-
site https://unionuniversitychurch.org/
something-to-think-about/ 
 

Coffee Hour Resumes 
Coffee Hour will resume on  
Sunday, March 6 with no making 
or social distancing requirements. 
Once again the Diaconate is  
calling for volunteers to serve as 
hosts. Please contact Sharon  
Burdick if you are willing to help 
out.  
vernsharon@frontiernet.net 
 

 

 

Ushers Needed 
The Elders have decided that we will begin a return to 
more “normal” ushering responsibilities and that 
means we could use a few more volunteers to help fill 
out the rotation of ushers.  If you would be willing for 
volunteer for one month (or more) please contact the 
Church Office uucalfred@gmail.com. We are all set 
for March and April. 

Youth Readers 
We are happy to announce that our youth will   
resume reading scripture as part of our Sunday  
morning worship beginning March 6, 2022.  
Participants so far include Nolan Tormey, Jackson 
Jusianiec, Isabel Jusianiec, Candy Zhou, Luca Reginio, 
Laura Reginio, Lillie Perkins, and Cuhlyn Perkins. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Musicians—Peter O’Connor, Emma Brown-

Shaklee, Vern Burdick, Candy Zhu, Karrie  
Edwards, and Daisy Wu. 

Tech Crew– Catherine Chambers, Emma Brown-

Shaklee, and Jim Ninos. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Spring? Ahead 

Even though the first day of Spring is 

not until March 20, Daylight  
Savings Time begins on  
Sunday, March 13. Don’t  
forget to set your clocks ahead 
on Saturday night. 

Buckwalters & 

Burdicks 

https://unionuniversitychurch.org/something-to-think-about/
https://unionuniversitychurch.org/something-to-think-about/
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WE ARE ALL UKRAINE 
During these last few days we have witnessed  
unspeakable evil hostilities let loose on a peaceful 
democratic country by a man with an insatiable  
hunger for power.  Not just the military forces, but 
apartment buildings, hospitals, schools, sacred burial 
grounds, and other civilian areas have been targeted.  
There are now upward of a million refugees, women 
and children who have left husbands and fathers  
behind to fight for their country.  In this Season of 
Lent we focus on prayer for ourselves and others.  
There is perhaps no greater need for prayer at this 
time than for peace and healing of the people of 
Ukraine.  The scars of this war will take lifetimes to 
heal.  We join with the people of Ukraine who shout 
at their invaders, “Glory to Ukraine!”   
                           Joining with you in prayer.  Pastor Louise 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Prayer for Ukraine 

by Archbishop Justin Welby & Archbishop Stephen Cottrell  

God of peace and justice, 
 we pray for the people of Ukraine today. 
We pray for peace and the laying down of weapons. 
We pray for all those who fear for tomorrow, 
 that your Spirit of comfort would draw near to them. 
We pray for those with power over war or peace, 
 for wisdom, discernment and compassion 
 to guide their decisions. 
Above all, we pray for all your precious children, at risk and 
 in fear, that you would hold and protect them. 
We pray in the name of Jesus, the Prince of Peace. 
                                                                Amen                           
 

Church News & Events, cont. 

Slava Ukraini ! ~ Glory to Ukraine ! 



6 

  

“And Why Not Every Man?” 
In her February 20th sermon Pastor Louise spoke 
about Harriet Tubman and the Underground  
Railroad. Knowing that the Bassett House, now 
home to UUC offices, was likely a stop on the  
Railroad, I contacted University Archivist Laurie 
Meehan to see if she could shed any light on the  
matter.  She kindly sent me excerpts from Helene 
Phelan’s book “And Why Not Every Man? - An  
account of slavery, the Underground Railroad, and 
the road to freedom in New York’s Southern Tier” 
and indicated that hers is probably the best written  
material on the subject of local stops on the Railroad. 
Both the Lyle Palmiter house (the farmhouse set 
back from the road as you make the turn toward  
Alfred) and the Darwin Maxson house (the building 
that now houses Gallery 2 and the liquor store) were 
known to be Railroad stops. Phelen writes: 

“  While not as publicized in the  
community, the Bassett house at 29 
North Main Street in Alfred has been 
confirmed as an Underground stop. 
Mrs. James Scholes reports that her 
grandfather took her to a small storage 
room upstairs which had a concealed 
opening to the attic area: under the 
eaves on the north side of the house. 
She reported her grandfather as saying 

“that when guests were led to the spot 
they voiced special approval of those 
holding quarters—felt very protected 
and safe 'No one will find me here.’” 

“Bayless S. Bassett, son of John C. and 
Elizabeth Bassett born in 1821 in  
Delaware County, came to Allegany 
County in 1826. He remained until 1865 
when moved to Canisteo, returning to 
Alfred in 1876. It was these Bassetts 
who ran the station. 

“The small storage room was made into 
a bathroom when the house was divided 
into two apartments. The Bassetts also 
confirmed the Maxson station at what is 
now The Gallery.” 

 

 
           

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Many thanks to Laurie Meehan for her assistance.   
Phelan’s book is available at Herrick Memorial  
Library and through the Southern Tier Library  
System 

 

People 
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Upcoming Sunday Leaders  

 

Date Greeter Lay Leader Youth Reader Flowers Coffee Hour Usher 

Mar 6 Lent 1  Casey Nolan Tormey Communion  Ninos 

Mar 13 Lent 2  Slack Jackson  

Jusianiec 

None  Ninos 

Mar 20 Lent 3  Cartledge Candy Zhou None  Ninos 

Mar 27 Lent 4  Sharon Smith TBD None  Ninos 

Apr 3 Lent 5  D. Stephens Isabel Jusianiec None  Meacham 

Apr 10 Palms  Casey Luca Reginio Palms  

Meissner 

 Meacham 

Apr 17 Easter  Dewey Laura Reginio Flowers 

Meissner 

 Meacham 

March Board Members of the Month  

Deacon….........................................................MaryAnn Whittemore (whitteduc@twc.com; 607.587.9449) 

Elder.............................................................................Larry Casey (lcasey1834@gmail.com; 607.382.2772) 

BOCE……………………...........……......................  

Fellowship…………...............................................Cindy Tucker (ckaytucker@gmail.com; (607)545-8817) 

Trustee…………………..........................................Dave Porter (porterkd1@hotmail.com; (585) 593-6988) 

Who do you call? Flowers or lay leading—call an Elder; greeting or coffee hour—call a Deacon;    

Sunday school—call BOCE; building issues—call a Trustee. 

After many years of dedicated service, Joan Bowden has announced her intention to 
step down as UUC’s Financial Secretary by mid-April .  

A new person is needed for this important position. The Financial Secretary carries out 
these duties: 

• Receive and count the weekly offering and deposit it at the bank 

• Record each person’s offering in computer 

• Print off and file deposit records with categories (general fund and benevolences) 

• Send record of deposits and categories to treasurer 

• Provide a summary report twice each year (for semi-annual and annual meetings) 

• For special events like bazaar receive money, keep records, and deposit funds at 
the bank 

Provide annual summaries of giving for those who request for tax purposes. 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 2 Ash 

Wednesday 

3 4 5 

6 10:30 

Worship 

Communion 

7 8 9 10 11 12 

1310:30 

Worship 

Lent 2 

14 15 16 17 18 19 

2010:30 

Worship 

Lent 3 

21 22 23 24 25 26 

2710:30 

Worship 

Lent 4 

28 29 30 31   

“Autumn arrives in the early morning,  

but spring at the close of  a winter day.” 

― Elizabeth Bowen  
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Joshua and Moses  
A burglar broke into a house one night. He shined 
his flashlight around, looking for valuables; and when 
he picked up a CD player to place in his sack, a 
strange, disembodied voice echoed from the dark 
saying, “Joshua is watching you. “He nearly jumped 
out of his skin, clicked his flashlight off, and froze. 
When he heard nothing more after a bit, he shook his 
head, promised himself a vacation after the next big 
score, then clicked the light on and began searching 
for more valuables. Just as he pulled the stereo out so 
he could disconnect the wires, clear as a bell he 
heard, “Joshua is watching you.” Freaked out, he 
shined his light around frantically, looking for the 
source of the voice. Finally, in the corner of the 
room, his flashlight beam came to rest on a parrot. 
“Did you say that?” he hissed at the parrot. “Yep,” 
the parrot confessed, and then squawked, “I'm just 
trying to warn you.” The burglar relaxed. “Warn me, 
huh? Who in the world are you?” “Moses,” replied 
the bird. “Moses?” the burglar laughed. “What kind 
of people would name a bird Moses?” “The kind of 
people that would name a Rottweiler Joshua.” 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pearly Gates  
Two priests die at the same time and meet St. Peter at 
the Pearly Gates. St. Peter says, “I'd like to get you 
guys in now but our computers are down. You'll have 
to go back to Earth for about a week, but you can't 
go back as humans. What'll it be?” The first priest 
says, “I've always wanted to be an eagle, soaring 
above the Rocky Mountains.” “So be it,” says St.  
Peter, and off flies the first priest. The second priest 
mulls this over for a moment and asks, “Will you be 
keeping track of us, St. Peter ?” “No, I told you the 
computer is down. There's no way we can keep track 
of what you are doing. This week's a freebie.” “In 
that case,” says the second priest, “I've always wanted 
to be a stud.” “So be it,” says St. Peter, and the  
second priest disappears. A week goes by, the  
computer is fixed and the Lord tells St. Peter to recall 
the two priests. “Will you have trouble locating 
them?” He asks. “The first one should be easy,” says 
St. Peter. “He's somewhere over the Rocky  
Mountains, flying with the eagles. But the second one 
could prove to be more difficult.” “Why?” asks the 
Lord. “Because he's on a snow tire somewhere in 
Alaska.” 

Just for Fun 
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