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Next week we welcome the Rev. Dr. Louise B. Barger to our church to serve as our
Transitional Pastor. Rev. Barger will lead worship for the first time as our pastor on
January 9. She is scheduled to arrive in the area on January 6 and will reside at 1627
Waterwells Road, Alfred Station, NY 14803.
Of course, we will miss Rev. DeMott and her ministry at UUC. We already feel that loss
deeply as individuals and as a church, and we can expect to go through a type of
grieving process in the months ahead. The members of this committee are confident
Pastor Louise is the right person to help our church through this process and to lead
and guide us to the point that we are ready to call a new settled pastor.
Beginning our work last February, the committee was in contact with three
organizations that help churches that have lost a minister, especially a long-time
minister, to identify candidates trained in transitional ministry. We connected with
Pastor Louise through the Office of Transition Ministries of the American Baptist Churches-USA.
Rev. Barger has been a nurse and a faculty member in the School of Nursing at St. Louis University. She has a
Ph.D. from St. Louis U. and a Master of Religious Education degree from Southern Baptist Theological
Seminary. Pastor Louise was ordained through the American Baptist Churches at the Third Baptist Church of St.
Louis in 1986. After serving for more than 20 years in multiple regional and national leadership positions within
the ABC-USA, Rev. Barger began the next phase of her ministry: helping churches like ours transition from a
long-time minister to the calling of a new settled pastor. She has helped four churches through this process, most
recently serving at the First United Church of Fulton, NY. (So, Pastor Louise is no stranger to winters in central
and western New York.)
There are exciting and challenging days ahead for Union University Church as we work together with Pastor
Louise to determine who God calling us and our church to be at this place and this time.
Transitional Minister Search Committee
Dave Porter and Larry Casey, Co-Chairs
Melissa Jusianiec, Secretary
Joan Bowden
Sharon Burdick
Jerry Jusianiec
Lana Meissner
Jen Smith

Lyle Slack
Linell Soule
Cindy Tucker
MaryAnn Whittemore

Church News & Events
Dreams Work
From the NewsletterNewsletter April 2004

A minister was asked to speak at the anniversary of
the founding of a local church.
Probably the most important statement the pastor
made was this:

Thank you for the wonderful warm way in which you
have already received me into your midst. I am
grateful to God and to you for the opportunity to
serve with you for this time of transition.

Here, yesterday, today and tomorrow meet
For workers who dream
And dreamers who work.

This time of transition is a time of the anticipated but
the not yet. It is a precious time that, used wisely,
can be a time of
 personal continued spiritual formation,
 envisioning by the congregation about God’s
dreams for the future, and
 preparation to receive and experience God's great
gifts for this church.

Think of the founding members of the church, the
church of yesterday. They built the foundation.
Concerning the church at Corinth, St. Paul said, “I
planted” [this Corinthian church] (1 Corinthians 3:6,
nrsv). Those who responded to the Gospel in
Corinth were “the plants” so to speak, the first
members of the congregation.
Paul went on to start other churches, but he did not
leave those first Corinthian congregants to flounder
alone. He left Apollos to water the new plants. “I
planted,” wrote Paul, “Apollos watered, but God
gave the growth” (1 Corinthians 3:6, nrsv).

As we minister together there will be much to do as
we determine priorities and make plans together.
Let’s be creative and think “outside the box.” There
is a solid foundation already present on which to
build a great future ministry from this congregation.

The church of yesterday began to include the church
of today, and in time there would be the church of
tomorrow. The seed of the great Gospel had been
planted and the soil was good enough to bring forth
more members.

One of the questions that we will need to always be
asking is “What would happen if...?” That question
leads to new thoughts and new opportunities to
involve all of us in ministry. It will also create a
renewed awareness of God's presence working
among us and through us.

The result was church workers. “Workers who
dream” — workers who caught the vision and turned
to work on behalf of God’s kingdom. They were
workers who tried to make the dream a reality. They
were dreamers who work.

Let us go forward together
 with love for God and love for one another,
 with the realization that we are human and most
of the time think and act as such, and
 with the faith that if we allow God to do so, God
will bless us more than we can think or imagine.
Blessings, Pastor Louise

No church can survive without workers who dream
great dreams. And no church can grow in good
health without dreamers who work for the church of
today and for the church of
tomorrow.
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Church News & Events, cont.
Christmas Boxes

Coats for Cameron Ministries

By Melissa Jusianiec
On December 15 Melissa Jusianiec reported the
following:

By Dave Porter
There were two major car loads of clothing donated
to Cameron Ministries before Christmas. The first
load was all from the Church Center and Community
Bank and our other community totes. After the
deadline on the 19th, Janice and I loaded up our
Subaru with donations from the Church Center, but
mostly from the Op Shop, including bags of
knapsacks that could be used for their after-school
programs.

Today was Christmas box day!
Thanks to the generosity of:
- 22 UUC families who signed on as sponsors +
several UUC families who donated money for
turkeys + baked/bought cookies,
- one department at AU,
- 2 departments at A-State (including student athletes
who raised enough money to sponsor 2 boxes), and
- 2 families in the community…

After a long discussion with the Executive Director
of Cameron Ministries, I found out that CM has had
to take extra safety measures due to Covid. Their
facility is quite small for people to peruse and gather
much needed clothing, so they can only
ccommodate one family at a time. Because of this,
people have to plan ahead and set up an
appointment to do this. To overcome this issue, CM
has set up regional neighborhood distribution
sites. With weather permitting, they will go to a
neighborhood in need and set up tables with all
kinds of clothing for people to look at and take what
they need. This is great for good weather, but as the
weather turns colder and people need even warmer
clothes, CM is exploring ways to have clothing more
readily available. Hopefully, CM will come up with a
good solution to address this problem.

…today we distributed 20 Christmas boxes to
families in need in our region. Beautifully wrapped
gifts, food to stock pantries, and turkeys for
Christmas dinners made their way into homes
through partnerships with DSS, the Alfred State
Nursing Department, Catholic Charities, ACCORD,
and Alfred Almond Central School.
I know that many homes in our area will be more
joyful on Christmas morning through the generosity
of this program. On behalf of the diaconate, thanks
for all you do!

Coffee Hour
volunteers are needed.
Please contact Sharon
Burdick if you can
help 607.769.8344

Cameron Ministries is very glad for the support that
UUC has given them over the years. As any other
organization, CM is learning (with Covid in mind) to
find new ways of providing help to those in need.

Christmas Box Distribution 2021
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Church News & Events, cont.
New Members
On December 5 we welcomed new members to our
church family. Pictured are Daisy Wu, Mindy Smith,
Regina Burke, Mary Smith, Joyce & Ramin Faraji, &
Emma Brown Shaklee; not pictured: Edward Zhou,
MaryAnn Whittemore.

Jackson Jusianiec

Karrie Edwards

Baptism/Confirmation
On Sunday, December 5 we witnessed the
baptism of Karrie Edwards, Cuhlyn & Lily
Perkins, and Candy Zhou and the
confirmation of Isabel & Jackson Jusianiec.

Isabel Jusianiec

Lily Perkins

Candy Zhou

Cuhlyn Perkins
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Church News & Events, cont.
Christmas Eve
At 5:00pm on Christmas Eve nearly 60 members and
friends of our church family in the sanctuary were
joined by countless Zoom viewers to celebrate the
birth of Jesus. Through scripture, music, special
readings, and prayer, the evening worship was an
expression of the hope and love that is Christmas.

Your Favorite Charity
The Board of Elders has designated January as “Give
to the Charity of Your Choice” month. Please take
this opportunity to thoughtfully consider an
organization that works on issues important to you
and make a donation to that group. We’d love to hear
people’s choices so send us an email to let us know
about the organization you have chosen to support.

Rev. DeMott’s Last Service at
UUC, December 26, 2021
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Church News & Events, cont.
Your zoom church link will
remain the same and services
will continue to be posted to
Facebook and Youtube

January 2, 2022
The first service of the New Year will be
a prayer service held in the
King David Room and led by
the Board of Elders.

Masking and distancing will be required & there
will be no coffee hour
This service will not be available via Zoom

1 Posting of services to Facebook & Youtube may

Epiphany

not be done on the same day they that they are
recorded.

In his book Awed to Heaven, Rooted in Earth (Fortress
Press), Walter Brueggemann writes in an Epiphany
poem:

2 After January 2nd, worship bulletins for zoomers
will only be available for download from the church
website. Please bookmark this page: https://
unionuniversitychurch.org/sermons-2/ to locate the
most recent bulletin.

... this is a time to be born.
So we turn to you, God of our life
God of all our years,
God of our beginning....
We dare pray that you will do for us
and among us and through us
what is needful for our newness.
Give us the power to be receptive,
to take the newness you give ....
There is a time to be born, and it is now.
We sense the pangs and groans of your newness.
Come here now in the name of Jesus. Amen.

3 Zoomers will need to use the Zoom chat to share
prayer concerns and announcements. (The Tech
person will read the chat to those in the sanctuary).

4 We ask that you be patient with the Tech crew as
they move from a "two station" Zoom feed (from
the Tech station and the pulpit) to a "one station"
feed from the Tech station.

How fitting that the Epiphany season and the new
year coincide! Epiphany reveals a new King, the
beginning of his ministry, his new disciples, his first
healings, his “new teaching — with authority” (Mark
1:27). We, too, experience newness, now and
year-round. But newness can be tough. So we trust
that God, who “[makes] all things new” while
banishing “mourning and crying and
pain” (Revelation 21:4-5), walks with us in this new
year — and always.
From the NewsletterNewsletter January 2019
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January Board Members of the Month
Deacon…......................................................Karrie Edwards (karrielovesdogs@gmail.com; (607) 382-6981)
Elder.......................................................Mary-Lou Cartledge (cartledge@zoominternet.net; (607)587-8071)
BOCE…………………………...........................................................................................................TBD
Fellowship…………...........................................................................................................................TBD
Trustee………………….......................................Jerry Jusianiec (jusianjm@alfredstate.edu; (607)329-5390)
Who do you call? Flowers or lay leading—call an Elder; greeting or coffee hour—call a Deacon;
Sunday school—call BOCE; building issues—call a Trustee.

Pause
Out of an abundance of caution after the holidays, the extreme contagion of the
Omicron variant, and the potential for a spike in cases, the Board of Elders has
decided that we will temporarily pause coffee hour at least until after the Elders
meet as a board on January 12. There will be no coffee hour January 2 and 9.
We will still have the Prayer Service in the KDR January 2, but will be strictly
requiring masks and spreading out.

Upcoming Sunday Leaders
If you are not able to serve as scheduled, please switch with someone listed on the charts below and notify
the Church Office. If you are unable to find someone to switch with you, please contact either the Elder of
the Month or the Deacon of the Month.
Date

Lay Leader

Flowers

Coffee Hour

Usher

Jan 2

Larry Casey

TBD

No Coffee Hour Heineman

Jan 9

Dave Porter/MaryLou Cartledge

Communion

No Coffee Hour Heineman

Jan 16

Deb Stephens

Soule

Mindy Smith

Heineman

Jan 23

Meissner

Meissner

Luo

Heineman

Jan 30

Sharon Smith

Sharon Smith

Faraji

Heineman

Feb 6

Ordway

Communion

Chambers

Heineman

Feb 13

Deb Stephens

Deb Stephens

Bowden

Heineman

Feb 20

Watson

Tucker

Casey

Heineman

Feb 27 Lent 1

Slack

Lent

Meacham

Heineman
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Support your favorite charity
“If anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old things have passed
away; behold, all things have become new.” – 2 Corinthians 5:17
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1
2 10:30

3

4

5

6 Pastor

Prayer Service
King David
Rm.

9 10:30

7

8

Louise arrives

10

11

12

13

14

15

17

18

19

20

21

22

24

25

26

27

28

29

Worship,
Communion

1610:30
Worship

2310:30
Worship

3010:30

31

Worship
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Just for Fun
Biblical Literalism
As a minister took his seat on the airplane, he
noticed a woman beside him had the Bible open and
seemed to be reading it and praying fervently. As the
plane taxied out to the runway, she appeared to
become anxious. As the plane took off and gained
altitude, she became more tense and grabbed the
armrests tightly as sweat poured down her face. It
was obvious that the higher the plane climbed, the
more stressed she became. Finally, the preacher
turned to comfort her, “There, now,” he soothed,
“you need not be afraid. Remember what Jesus said,
‘I am with you always.’ ” “That’s not what he said,”
the woman replied. “He said, ‘Low, I am with you
always.’”

Askers Remorse
A seven year old boy’s letter to Santa. “Dear Santa:
Last Christmas I asked you for a baby sister. This
year I want you to take her back.” Tom

New Year’s Sermon

Kids Say the Darndest Things

One of the best sermons I ever heard was short and
was delivered on New Year's Day: “Some of you
raised it last night. Some of you look like it today.
Some of you are going there if you don't watch out.”

A little girl asked her mother, “Don’t you think it
was nice of the shepherds to get all cleaned up
before they went to see the baby Jesus?” Her mother
responded, “What do you mean?” The child
answered, “Well, you know that song, while
shepherds washed their socks by night.”

Seeing Is Believing?
Billy Graham was at the airport returning from a
speaking engagement and a limousine was there to
take him home. He told the driver that he had never
driven a limousine and asked if it would be alright if
he drove for a while. A short distance from the
airport a rookie state trooper, operating his first
speeding trap pulled the limo over for doing 70 in a
55 mph zone. After observing the driver, the trooper
returned to his car, called his supervisor and said, “I
don’t know what to do. I just pulled over a very
important person.” The supervisor asked, “Well,
who is it?” The young trooper replied, “I think it’s
Jesus.” The supervisor asked, “Why would you think
that?” “Because,” responded the trooper, “he’s got
Billy Graham for a chauffeur.”
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29 North Main Street
Alfred, New York 14802-1027
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