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No Early Spring
The prediction from Punxsutawney Phil was that he
saw his shadow on February 2 when he was brought
out of his tree stump-like house on Gobbler's Knob on
the 135th Groundhog Day on February 2nd by his
co-handler, Ron Ploucha. That, according to Phil,
means no early Spring! If only it were that easy to predict, and if only he
knew what he was predicting. He isn’t always correct. One thing is sure:
sooner or later, the season of Spring will follow the season of Winter.
People also have their seasons. They don't always follow a calendar. Years ago there was something called a
"mood ring." It was actually a ring that one wore on a finger and according to the temperature of the skin, the
ring would change colors. Black when the skin was cold; a bright color when the skin was warm. Supposedly,
when the skin was cold one's mood was the same; when one's skin was warm, the person was passionate about
something.
Churches have their seasons. When churches become introspective, their temperature sometimes cools, their
passion for anything or anyone other than themselves sometimes wanes. The winter season prevails.
When churches focus outside themselves, their passion rises and the season of springtime prevails.
There is no doubt about the passion of Union University Church for those outside themselves. We only need to
broaden our passion to include a vision for inviting those within our circle of family and associates to be a part of
this wonderful, passionate church.
Then, it will not only be Spring (even with snow on the ground). It will become springtime in full bloom. It will
be a wonderful fragrance to our God.
Blessings, Pastor Louise

Church News & Events
January Mission of the Month
Report
During the month of January members of the UUC
congregation were asked to give to charities or
organizations of particular interest to them and report them to the church office. As you can see the
generosity of our church family is both deep and
wide.
Ronald McDonald House of ROC
St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital
Guiding Eyes for the Blind
World Vision
DigDeep.org(human rights non-profit working to
ensure that every American has clean, run
ning water forever)
PAL (organization that helps people with surgeries
for pets)
Doctors without Borders
UNICEF
Nature Conservancy
Amnesty International
Compassion International child sponsorship
World Vision child sponsorship
Peace of the City ministry in Buffalo
Matthew 25 Ministries (two donors)
Lutheran World Relief
Wounded Warrior Project
Code.org
Allegany County SPCE
TNR (trap, neuter, release for feral cats)
ACLU (two donors)
Salvation Army
Oxfam America
Food for the Poor
Native American Veterans
Operation Smile
Catholic Medical Mission Board
Gil’s Hills

February:
Equal Justice Initiative (EJI)
The Equal Justice Initiative is committed to ending
mass incarceration and excessive punishment in
the United States, to challenging racial and
economic injustice, and to protecting basic human
rights for the most vulnerable people in American
society.
From the EJI website:
“Founded in 1989 by Bryan Stevenson, a widely
acclaimed public interest lawyer and bestselling
author of Just Mercy, EJI is a private, 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization that provides legal representation
to people who have been illegally convicted, unfairly
sentenced, or abused in state jails and prisons. We
challenge the death penalty and excessive
punishment and we provide re-entry assistance to
formerly incarcerated people.” Be sure to watch their
video on Youtube:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=d_nUtdU0wic

Give, Give, Give
A clergyman wrote to a wealthy and influential
businessman to request a contribution for a worthy
charity. The pastor promptly received a curt refusal
which ended by saying, “As far as I can see, this
Christian business is just one continuous give, give,
give!” The pastor responded with a short note:
“Thanks for the best definition of the Christian life I
have ever heard.” from the NewsletterNewsletter 2002
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Church News & Events, cont.

February 6:

Black History Month

First Sunday of Black History Month
Communion
Sermon: Ain’t I a Woman
Texts: Exodus 3:1-9; Psalm 115:1-2; Galatians 5:1
Theme: A black woman is called to be an evangelist
Highlights Sojourner Truth

While President Gerald Ford was the first U.S.
President to declare official recognition of Black
History Month in 1976, its roots go back to 1926 in
the United States, when historian Carter G.
Woodson and the Association for the Study of
Negro Life and History announced the second week
of February to be “Negro History Week.” Woodson,
often referred to as “the father of black history,” was
the son of former slaves. He received his
undergraduate degree from Berea College and went
on to earn graduate degrees from the University of
Chicago and Harvard University. He was the second
African American to earn a PhD from Harvard (W.
E. B. DuBois was the first) and the only person born
of enslaved parents to earn a PhD.
February was selected as the month for celebrating
Black History because both Abraham Lincoln and
Frederick Douglass were born in February.
Frederick Douglass is interred at Mt. Hope
Cemetery, Rochester, NY. The grave can be found in
Section T, Plot 26.

February 13:
Second Sunday of Black History Month
Sermon: Go Where I Send Thee
Texts: Jeremiah 1:4-10; Psalm 59:9-12; Acts 16:1-10
Theme: People are called, to their surprise, to
mission service. Highlights George Lisle (first freed
slave missionary to Jamaica)

February 20:
Third Sunday of Black History Month
Sermon: Let My People Go
Texts: Exodus 5:1-14; Psalm 22:1-5;
Matthew 5:13-16
Theme: Experience leads to understanding.
Highlights Harriett Tubman and the
Underground Railway

February 27:
Fourth Sunday of Black History Month
Transfiguration Sunday
Sermon: Inside Out
Texts: Exodus 24:9-18; Psalm 93:1-2;
Matthew 17:1-8
Theme: The appearance of Jesus is changed in the
presence of Peter, James, and John. Highlights
Robert McFerrin who often sang the Negro spiritual
O Glory .
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Church News & Events, cont.
Afghan Refugee Needs
The Board of Elders is considering doing something
to assist with refugee resettlement in Buffalo as part
of our Lenten Project. The organization we would
work with is called Journey’s End. While Lent is a
month or so away still, we have learned that Journey’s
End is expecting over a hundred Afghan refugees
VERY SOON. There are some immediate needs that
we could help meet, and the Porters have offered to
deliver items we collect.

As you may have noticed our
worship leaders have new
responsibilities as part of
worship which are outlined
below. On the Thursday prior
to worship lay leaders will
receive a detailed “script” to
assist them in carrying out their
responsibilities.

These are the most urgent needs at this time:
* Shopping carts (can be used if in good condition
and wheels work properly)
* Snow Shovels (can be used if clean and in good
condition)
* Kitchen-sized trash cans (new; can be bought at
Dollar Tree Store)
* Cutting boards for kitchen (new)
* Sharp knives for cooking (new - sets would be great,
if anyone is inclined!)

WORSHIP LEADER RESPONSIBILITIES
1. Announcements—text is included in your script
but additional announcements should be
requested from those in the sanctuary and on
Zoom
2. Call to Worship—text is provided by the Pastor
and is included in the bulletin.
3. Unison Prayer of Invocation—text is provided
by the Pastor and is included in the bulletin.
4. Sharing of Joys & Concerns—these are read
from the notebook brought forward by the usher.
Request additional prayers/joys from those in the
sanctuary and on Zoom.
5. Responsive Reading—text is provided by the
Pastor and is included in the bulletin.
6. Time of Offering Ourselves in
Commitment— Worship Leader provides her/
his own introduction to Time of Commitment.
7. Blessing Following the Doxology—Worship
Leader provides his/her own prayer of blessing.
8. Old Testament Reading—scripture text will be
printed in your script.
9. New Testament Reading—scripture text will be
printed in your script. If the reading is from a
Gospel you should ask the congregation to “Stand
for the reading of the Gospel.” Following the
New Testament Reading you say “This is the
Word of the Lord.” The congregation responds
“Thanks be to God.”
10. Elders Only—You are responsible for the prayer
over the bread and cup as in the past.

Any items you wish to donate can be brought to the
church center beginning this Sunday, January 30.
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People
Cornell heavyweight rowing team of 35 ravenous
young men which we enjoyed. Now it is odd job time
with repairs, gardening, painting, power washing,
cleaning, and much more on the list. The cooler
weather of the past ten days has passed, so we are
enjoying 70s and 80s again. We miss our Alfred
church family but are enjoying visiting other churches
(Church of the Brethren, Presbyterian, and Methodist
so far), visiting gardens and museums, and attending
lots of concerts and shows that are very close by.

To all who have stepped up to assist with
our transition
to a new pastor
and a new order of worship.
And thanks to
Pastor Louise
for her patience, understanding, and good
humor as she gets to know us.
We have been blessed
in so many ways

A Prayer for Times of Transition

John & Laurel doing
what comes naturally

God of Love,
You are with us in every transition and change.
As we enter into this new era with excitement
and even some anxiety,
we recall your deep compassion, presence, and
abounding love.
We thank you for the gifts, talents and skills with
which you have blessed us.
We thank you for the experiences that have
brought us to this moment.
We thank you for the work of others that gives
breadth and depth to our own work.
Be with us as we move forward, rejoicing with
you and supporting one another.
We ask this in your Holy Name.
- Joseph P. Shadle

New UUC Bluegrass Band
On Sunday, January 30, 2022 our reconstituted
Bluegrass Band made its debut playing a song written
by Emma Brown Shaklee. If you missed it you can

A Note from the Buckwalters
John and Laurel are volunteering at Camp Ithiel close
to Orlando through the Mennonite Church program
SOOP (Service Opportunities with Our Partners).
The first ten days were food service work for the

Left to right: Peter O’Connor, Candy Zhou, Emma Brown
Shaklee, Vern Burdick, Karrie Edwards
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February Board Members of the Month
Deacon…...........................................................MaryAnn Whittemore (whitteduc@twc.com; 607.587.9449)
Elder................................................................................Eliza Ordway (ordwayj@gmail.com; 585.610.5933)
BOCE………………………….................................
Fellowship………….................................................(Cathy Rees (catherinesrees@gmail.com;607.587.9598)
Trustee………………….................................Denise Grandusky (dgrandusky@hotmail.com; 585.596.5149)
Who do you call? Flowers or lay leading—call an Elder; greeting or coffee hour—call a Deacon;
Sunday school—call BOCE; building issues—call a Trustee.

Ding Jiaxi & family, Michelle Garcia Escobar, Clayton Stutzman, Hugh Langelier,
Lois Stiles, Wes Bentz, 4 yr. old Lowin, Marnie Johnson (Joan Schulze’s niece),
Michele Hluchy’s father (Rev. Stephen Hluchy), Tiersa Watson’s mother, Angie
Ninos, David Dubois, Ray Chambers, Kelly Snyder, friend of Leah Crosby:
Mugoux Varra (brain cancer), Bev Potter (Wellsville Manor), Harold Snyder and
family on the death of Beverly J. Snyder (Jan 13), friends of Sally Hopkins: Carla
Butler and Penny Whitford.

Upcoming Sunday Leaders
If you are not able to serve as scheduled, please switch with someone listed on the charts below and notify
the Church Office. If you are unable to find someone to switch with you, please contact either the Elder of
the Month or the Deacon of the Month.

Date

Lay Leader

Flowers

Coffee

Usher

Feb 6

Ordway

Communion

Pause

Jan Porter

Feb 13

D. Stephens

Stephens

(Bowden) TBD

Jan Porter

Feb 20

Watson

Tucker

(Casey) TBD

Jan Porter

Feb 27

Slack

None

(Meacham) TBD

Jan Porter

Mar 6 Lent 1

Casey

Communion

Jim Ninos

Mar 13 Lent 2

Luo

None

Jim Ninos

Mar 20 Lent 3

Cartledge

None

Jim Ninos

Mar 27 Lent 4

S. Smith

Lent

Jim Ninos

Apr 3 Lent 5

D. Stephens

Lent

John Meacham
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Equal Justice
Initiative

“Why does February feel like one big
Tuesday?” ― Todd Stocker
Sun
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Just for Fun
Not My Job
Our pastor, an avid golfer, was once taking part in a
local tournament. As he was preparing to tee off, the
organizer of the tournament approached him and
pointed to the dark, threatening storm clouds which
were gathering. “Preacher,” the organizer said, “I
trust you'll see to it that the weather won't turn bad
on us.” Our pastor shook his head. “Sorry,” he
replied. “I'm sales, not management!”

Forgiveness
There was a man standing before a judge in
California for shooting a Condor. This a protected
bird and people who kill them must pay the
consequences. The man pleaded with the judge by
saying, “I just arrived in this state and I have never
seen a bird that large before. I was hungry and could
not help myself from shooting and eating it. The
judge said, “I forgive you, just don’t let it happen
again!” The man replied, “Yes, sir!” The judge,
curious about the bird asked the man how it tasted?
The man replied, “Oh, I guess somewhere between a
Whooping Crane and a spotted owl.”

Fishing Trip with a Visitor
One day a pastor and brother from the church took
a visitor fishing.
Once in the middle of the lake, the pastor said “I
seem to have forgotten my fishing pole, be right
back.” To the visitors amazement he stepped out of
the boat and walked on top of the water towards the
shore.
When he had returned, the brother said, “I need to
use the restroom, be right back.”
Again the visitor watched in amazement. Once the
brother returned, not wanting to be outdone, the
visitor said “ I need to use the restroom too.”
As soon as he stepped out of the boat, he sank.
The pastor nudged the brother and said “We should
have told him where the rocks were.”

How to Get to Heaven
A teacher asked the children in her Sunday School
class, “If I sold my house and my car, had a big
garage sale, and give all the money to the church,
would I get into heaven?”
“No!” The children all answered.
“If I cleaned the church every day, mowed the yard,
and kept everything neat and tidy, would I then get
into heaven?”
Again, the answer was “NO!”
“Well,” she continued, “then how can I get into
heaven? In the back of the room, a five year-old
boy shouted, “You gotta be dead!”
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